Alcester Town Counci

newsletter ... Spring 2009

In this edition: Introducing our newest Champions.......

Unsung Hero Award.........

The Health oﬂf our Hospital

\ AN

The proposed plans for the new Primary Care
Centre which will accommodate health and social
care services along with- Priory Road and Arrow
Lodge Medical Centres are very much on track.
Proposals put to the last NHS Warwickshire Board
meeting in January have been agreed in principle
and there now appears to be no further need for
alternative sites to be considered.

The January report sets out the business case for
redevelopment of services in Alcester, incorporating
proposed service options and ongoing project
management of the development. Still to be
completed is the outline building specification, the
procurement route and the expected timescale for
completion.

Subsequent to the January meeting,
representatives from NHS Warwickshire met with
the doctors from the two local- practices. It ‘was
agreed that both practices would prefer to be
located on the hospital site, and whilst they wish to
operate as individual practices, there was no reason
why their development could not be delivered to
integrate services on a single site.

A draft written proposal to do a joint business case
for the three parties (NHS Warwickshire and the two
practices) will soon be made available, and this will
be prior to the next Board meeting in March 2009.
The work of the Project Board continues, with
representatives from the Town Council being
involved in discussions which will contribute to the
overall programme for the future of services in
Alcester.
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ClIr Mike Gittus and the Mayor Clir Susan Adams
pictured with the control box of a typical pump
The heavy rain and snowmelt came and went
without the widespread flooding we all feared. The
essential ~works to highway drainage by
Warwickshire County Council and re-sleeving by
Severn Trent on various roads in the town certainly
helped the town over the long wet winter period. It's
refreshing to report good ' news about the ‘rivers and
Alcester’ because of late they have given us worries
and not the pleasure they should afford.

After much pressure from all directions the Town
Council has managed to secure the £828,000 for
the provision of two ground. water pumping stations
for Alcester. This money- will be made available in
2009/10 in two stages; one stage for each pump.
This_ sum may not represent the eventual final cost
as it-was estimated by the Environment Agency as
a ‘dealing figure’. The Agency was_limited in the
time and money available on a pre-works estimate
in case it didn’t get approved.

The next stage is to derive a detailed proposal for
tender. Already estimates for the power and
archaeology have been obtained; survey work, both
computer and physical, has been recorded; the
submission for approval of funding has been made.
The pumps are not a stand-alone answer to all our
problems but part of an ongoing strategy of flood
control. The money also includes provision for road
drainage work in the Stratford Road area. Alcester
Town Council continues to have useful meetings
with the agencies. The next takes place on 23
March, after which we hope there will be further
good news for the town of Alcester.
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Clerk’s Corner

2009 came in a rather sobering mood with the
council having to set its precept in a very
worrying financial climate. The 3.3% increase it
has committed the town to will only just pay for
the Town Council's commitment to the two
pumping stations, and taking that out of the
calculation it would have shown no rise at all.
This has not stopped the council’s ‘clear up’
campaign with the installation of new dog litter
and litter bins on recreation areas under our
control, the removal of brambles and unwanted
foliage as part of the tidy-up on the old
cemetery site and the clearance of the ‘jungle’
on the allotments behind the cottages in
Bleachfield, which all demonstrate our
determination to make Alcester a finer place to
live and work.

Improvements at the Pavilion site on Conway
Fields will improve some of the facilities
already being enjoyed by some community
groups, a youth club and the football clubs that
use it. The initial ‘Vision’ plans for extending
and improving the facilities have also started
and funding applications have been made for
the first phase. We will be holding our breath
though in this current climate. Thanks must go
to Alcester Opportunities and Vision for
Alcester teams who are helping to make all this
a possibility.

Local ‘Unsung Hero’

John Hodges receiving his award from former town
councillor Jim Kenyon and Mayor Susan Adams

The Local ‘Unsung Hero’ Award this year went
to John Hodges, for his work as Chair of SCAN
(Senior Citizens’ Action Network) and the
Senior Citizens’ Champion for the Town
Council’s Community Committee.
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A Word from the Mayor

Your councillors have been working hard to
make savings to ensure that the increase in the
town council precept is kept as low as possible.
As a result the increase will be 3.3% and would
have been nil but for the commitment we have
made on behalf of the town to ensure the two
pumping stations that are being put in by the
Environment Agency to help alleviate our
flooding problems go ahead. The Town Council
will also endeavour to maintain the service that
it provides.

The Town Council has this year made a
concerted effort to tidy up areas such as the
cemetery and the old Bleachfield Street
allotments, but | have one request to make to
the Alcester community, which costs the Town
Council quite a lot of money, and that is the
problem we have with litter being dropped.
The Town Council workmen do a wonderful job
in trying to keep our recreation areas free from
litter but we need to encourage everyone,
especially children, to-use the litter bins.

As Mayor | receive many invitations to attend
functions in the town as well as our
neighbouring towns in the district. Meeting
other heads of councils gives us the chance to
discuss what is happening in each other’s
areas and exchange ideas for enhancing our
communities.

On the home front, | was recently invited to
attend. a production. - of ‘The Dracula
Spectacular presented by Alcester Junior
Drama and Youth Theatre. It was a splendid
evening and all the young performers were
excellent. It shows what the youth of the town
can_do with the enthusiasm of parents and
Linda Chadwick and Julie Styles behind them. |
was also very pleased to be at the reopening of
the Malt Mill Lane Community Centre;.it is a
facility that not only the residents have missed
but a lot of other organisations in the town that
use it. | would like to thank Orbit Heart of
England Housing Association for refurbishing
the centre so well, and listening to the tenants
about what they wished their new centre to
have.

Finally, I think it is great news for the town that
Waitrose are taking over the supermarket. | am
sure it will bring more people to Alcester, which
can only be good for our business community.
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Public Welcome to Town Council meetings
Ever considered what town councillors discuss
at their meetings? Ever considered how the
council decides what your money should be
spent on? Why not come along to a meeting at
Globe House - the dates and times are
advertised on the Town Council notice boards
on High Street and Market Way. Residents are
invited to give their views and question the
Town Council on issues on the agenda, or
raise issues for future consideration, at the
discretion of the Chairman, before the start of
the meeting and no later than 30 minutes after
the start. Go on — come and have your say.
Remember members of Alcester Town Council
are your elected representatives in the first tier
of local government. We represent you at
grass roots level and always welcome the
personal contact of public attendance at our
meetings.

Litter and Dog Mess

In an effort to keep the Council Tax down and
our children healthy Alcester Town Council is
asking residents in Alcester to keep the area
near where they live clean and pick up litter. It
is also a great help if residents can keep watch
on our parks and recreation places throughout
our town and report litter louts, who can be
fined. None of us can afford the cost of a very
expensive army of workmen to be employed to
clean up. We want our town to look attractive
and residents to have some civic pride.

The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and the
Stratford on Avon Dogs (Fouling of Land)
Order 1997 brought in new rules which mean
that you must clear up after your dog in public
places. Under the Act it is not a defence to say
“l didn’t know that the dog had fouled” or ‘I
didn’t have anything with me at the time to
clear up the dog’s mess”. No excuses. Our
parks, tueries and pavements could become
open sewers and our children susceptible to
very nasty illnesses and even blindness from
dog faeces. Dog owners and walkers now face
a fixed penalty notice of £50 or a fine of up to
£1000 if they fail to clear up. There are special
dog bins all over the town for depositing dog
mess or it should be tied up in a plastic bag
and taken home. Only two witnesses and a
phone call to the Dog Warden at the District
Council are needed to prosecute, so please
clean up after your dog.
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Alcester Cemetery

LY

Visitors to Alcester Cemetery will be aware that
a lot of work has been done recently. The far
end has been cleared, an earthen wall built and
the 'area seeded with grass. The whole
cemetery has been.tidied up, graves have had
overgrowth removed and trees have had the
ivy cut down. Bins are now used for old
flowers from the graves. For many years the
old cemetery along School Road has been
neglected; only grass-cutting was carried out
and this was sub-contracted. A lot of work has
been done clearing undergrowth, pruning trees
and removing the old tree stumps. This work is
to enable both cemeteries to be combined, and
on 22 January the Bishop of Warwick
consecrated the ground where the old chapel
formerly stood, so completing the whole of the
cemetery and enabling the two areas to be
formally integrated. The town’s conservation
area has now been enlarged and covers the
entire -cemetery (previously only the School
Road site was covered) and it provides an area
of peace and tranquillity within the town. Future
maintenance of the enlarged cemetery will be
done by Alcester Town Council. and we will
continue to improve this valuable asset for the
benefit of the town.

Dates of Alcester and Bidford

Community Forums

23 June 2009 at Alcester Greig Hall

11 August 2009 at Bidford Crawford Hall

10 November 2009 at Alcester Greig Hall

9 February 2010 at Bidford Crawford Hall

Start time 6.00pm

Come and have your say on issues that matter
to you with all tiers of Local Government
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Hopkins Park Area

The park land and play area behind Hopkins
Precinct, bordered by Gunnings, St Faith’s and
Hertford Roads is owned by Stratford on Avon
District Council. For many years Alcester Town
Council has leased this land from them to
ensure that it has been maintained to a
satisfactory  condition by adopting the
management of grass cutting, litter picking,
fence and tree maintenance and maintaining
the play area. This made sense as the Town
Council was in a better position to look after it,
being nearer, and in return Stratford District
Council, by way of a grant, transferred a sum of
money every year to Alcester Town Council to
pay for the work done. The system worked well
until 2006, when Stratford District Council went
through a cost-cutting exercise and stopped
paying for the maintenance of all the land being
managed by the Town Council, even though
owned by Stratford District Council. This left us
with no alternative other than to fund the
upkeep of the land that was held under lease,
and this put a serious strain on our finances.
The lease on the land at Hopkins Precinct
expired at the end of 2008 and Alcester Town
Council has chosen not to renew it. This means
that it is now the responsibility of Stratford
District Council to maintain the area, and that
part of the financial burden has been removed
from your Town Council. Any comments on
the upkeep of this area should now be
addressed to Stratford District Council.

The Alcester Business Show 23 April
2009 from 9am — 3pm at The Greig Hall
Your chance to meet over 50 local businesses,
organisations and services in this NEW spring
business event. FREE visitor entry.

Exhibitor information:
Single Stand £65 (space for single ‘pull-up’
stand and table)

Double Stand £125 (space for large pop-up
banner or displays and table)

Breakfast included in cost of stand

For exhibitor or sponsorship enquiries contact
Jonathan Smith on 01789 330003 or 07966

512573 or jonathan@pinkconnect.com
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Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School

by Yvonne Hine

Our Lady’s is a Roman Catholic Voluntary
Aided School, therefore priority of admission is
given to Catholic children, but where possible
children of other faiths are admitted. The aims
of the school are to encourage the growth of
the children through the promotion of their
spiritual, cultural, academic and social
development; to deliver a broad balanced
curriculum and realistically pursue the
achievement of excellence, and help prepare
the children to cope with the challenges of
society-- by providing not only a good
educational foundation but also a flexible,
questioning outlook combined with a sense of
personal responsibility.

The school opened on its present site on 2
November 1965, but was originally founded in
April 1889. The Head Teacher is Mrs Sylvia
Collins, who started at the school as a teacher
and became Head in January 1993. At present
the school has 90 pupils but has had as many
as 117. The school takes pupils from a wide
area including Stratford, Inkberrow and
Studley.

Over the years links have been made with the
neighbouring school, St Nicholas, and there is
now a gate in the fence ‘so that pupils can
interact and forge new friendships. Our Lady’s
also has lots of contact with ex-pupils and
pupils of St Benedict's High School and
Alcester Grammar School. The boys from St
Benedict’'s are teaching tag rugby to the boys
after school hours and this is helping the
school to attain their'Duke of Edinburgh Award.
Another joint project is one being carried out by
pupils from Alcester Grammar School who are
helping to teach science to some pupils. The
school likes to be included in lots of community
events having been Alcester in Bloom winners
in the past and also winners of the pancake
race. The school is also hoping to provide a
nursery facility on the site in the future.

Alcester Town Council wishes Mrs Collins and
her staff every success in the future and would
like to thank her for sparing the time to be
interviewed.
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Alcester Male Voice Choir's 35"
anniversary celebrations: Saturday 4th
April at 7.00pm

Alcester Male Voice Choir is celebrating its 35"
anniversary this year with a gala concert at
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. The concert is
the highlight of a year of celebrations which
has seen the choir perform at the Royal Albert
Hall and Alcester's Greig Hall as well as a
number of other venues in the midlands and
beyond. It will feature a mixed repertoire of
significant music from the choir’s 35 years as
well as a specially commissioned Agnus Dei by
Alan Simmons. The Minors of Alcester Male
Voice choir, a young group made up of sons
and grandsons of choir members, will make
their debut with a Canadian miners’ song called
‘Working Man”. The young choir includes
brothers Sam and Aran Woodger from Great
Alne whose grandfather, John, is one of
AMVC’s longest serving members. Also taking
part will be dancers from the Alcester-based
Rutleigh Norris ballet school, the Bournville
Young Singers, the Royal artillery Fanfare of
Trumpets and a selection of soloists.

Founder and musical director Judith Land, who
formed the choir in 1974 when she was head of
music at Alcester Grammar School, said:

“This is a special year for me as we celebrate
our 35" anniversary. | have been able to look
back at what we have achieved with great pride
and | look forward to the future with great
excitement. We are an Alcester choir and we
want the people of Alcester to join us for our
special celebration. We want to fill the
Symphony Hall with our friends and supporters
and make this a night to remember. It's a
wonderful venue and promises to be a
wonderful night.”

Alcester Mayor Susan Adams said:

“Judith Land and the Alcester Male Voice Choir
are wonderful ambassadors for Alcester and |
would urge everyone to support them in their
anniversary year by going to the concert at
Symphony Hall. | am sure it will be a night to
remember.”

Tickets for the Gala Concert cost £12.50 to
£22.50 (less £2.50 per ticket if booked through
AMVC) and are available from the AMVC
website at www.amvc.org or contact

Judith Land at judithamvc@hotmail.com

AMVC Box Office 02476 971929
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Introducing our ‘Champions’
Over the past 12 months the Town Council’s
Community Committee has been putting in
place a team of Champions to support sections
of the community and to care for the safety and
wellbeing of residents. The Champions bring
their concerns and issues raised by residents
to the monthly meeting of the Community
Committee for discussion and action. Your
Community Champions are:
Flooding & drainage Mike Gittus
Healthcare Lennox Cumberbatch
Community safety Peter Carr
Senior Citizens John Hodges
Young-People Sam Gwillym
Business David Wade
T & Local businessman
David Wade is the
latest addition to the
team, taking on the
role  of Business
Champion.  David,
& who is the Managing
Dlrector of Arden Medical Limited is keen to
forge a link between the Arden Forest Industrial
Estate and the town centre businesses, and
working closely "with Alcester Chamber of
Trade and the CVS aims to uplift businesses
within the Alcester area.

Alcester Children’s Centre

The Town Council would like to welcome the
new manager of the Children’s Centre Mrs
Manijit Evans. Already Manijit is busy organising
a family fun day. This is taking place on
Saturday 18 April from 10am to 12 noon. There
is going to be food and lots. of fun activities.
Anyone who has -any good ideas or unusual
talents just pop along to the centre and you will
be made most welcome.

The Children’s Centre is based at St Nicholas’
CE Primary School, St Faith’s Road. The aim
of the Children’s Centre is to give mothers,
fathers, carers and their under-fives access to
a range of support and information services.
You are welcome to use the social space and
the children’s play room when there are no
sessions on. Activities are led by a Play Leader
— painting, gluing and other messy play will be
included in all sessions giving children the
opportunity to explore through their senses. |If
you can, please give a donation of 50p per
session (per family). This helps towards the
running costs of the service. The Children’s
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Centre is your place; a place to be; somewhere
to go; somewhere to be heard.

Timetable of activities:

Monday 9.30-1100 — Toddlers Plus — space
to play and have fun with activities on offer, run
by a play leader.

Monday 1.30-3.30 — Baby Time — a relaxed
and friendly group to meet others with a health
visitor on hand for advice and support.
Tuesday 10-11.30 — Crawlers & Wobblers —
drop-in session for the little ones with a
monthly special, run by a play leader.

Tuesday 2.00-3.00 — Messy Hour — structured
fun activities run by a play leader.

Wednesday 9.00-11.00 — Childminders R Us
a group for childminders.

Wednesday 1.00-3.00 — Babes & Tots
healthcare — weigh your child, chat to other
mums and get advice from a health visitor.
Wednesday 1.00-4.00 — you are welcome to
drop in and use the Children’s Room.
Thursday 10-11.30 — The Rainbow Club — a
group for parents. of children with social,
communication and - behavioural ' needs
(fortnightly).

Thursday 1.00-4.30 - There are- no -play
leaders around but you are welcome to drop in.
Friday 10.00-11.00 Credit Union = help,
support and advice on any financial issues.
Saturday 9.30-11.00 — Daddy Cool — a group
for dads and male carers to enjoy time with
their under-5's (1% Saturday of the month).

All the above sessions are no need to book,
just turn up

The following sessions need to be booked
in advance by telephoning 01789 764093:
Monday 2.00-4.00 - Antenatal Clinic (by
appointment) the midwife is available for
antenatal checks.

Tuesday 9.30-10.30 — Leaps & Bounds for 3-
4 year olds — a fun early years PE programme
designed by Tumble Tots - £3 per session
Tuesday 10.45 to 11.45 — Leaps & Bounds
for walking babies to 2 year olds - £3 per
session. Contact Sam on 01527 892722
Thursday 10.00-11.00 — Chatter Matters —
fun with songs and rhymes (invitation only).
Friday 9.30-10.30 — Move-it Music — led by an
experienced qualified specialist music teacher -
£2.50 per session

Contact Dawn Tolley — 07531 531403

Friday 11.30-1.00 — Playhouse — a small
group for parents and children to relax and play
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Potholes

The recent snow and ice has caused some
road surfaces to break up and form potholes. If
you know of any and wish to report them to the
Warwickshire  County  Council, please
telephone 01926 412515 or contact
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/roads

Need a holiday? Read on........
The Rotary Club of Alcester can provide a
week’s holiday in a family hotel in bracing
Blackpool, which includes:

e Dinner, bed and breakfast

e Entertainment

e Transport to and from your home
All for £149 per person per week sharing a
room or £174 per week for a single room
Thursday 4 June to Thursday 11 June 2009
To reserve your place please telephone
Jim Adams on 01789 400371 or
John Kinnersley.on 01789 762554

Conway estate inspection dates
Regular inspections take place by Housing
Officers from Orbit Heart of England along with
our councillors to identify any problems. Dates
for future inspections are:

Thursday 12 March at 10am i Hawthorn
Close, Blackthorn Way, Larch Close and Vallet
Avenue

Thursday 19 March at 10am

Beauchamp Road, Hertford Road, Alauna
Avenue, Lea Close

Thursday 26 March at 2pm

Castle Road, Kingley Avenue, Arrow and Avon
Crescent, St Faiths Road

Any resident wishing to join the inspections
would be most welcome

Waitrose is coming to Alcester....
There is quite a buzz about the town -—
Waitrose is coming to Alcester and hopefully
this will breathe new life into our High Street.
This quality supermarket that traders are
anticipating will bring in lots of people from
surrounding areas. Reg Phillips, one of our
local butchers, is certainly looking forward to
the arrival of the new store.
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What to do in a flood emergency

e Move pets, vehicles, valuables and other
items to safety

e Alert your neighbours, particularly the
elderly

e Put sandbags or floorboards in place but
make sure your property is ventilated. Plug
sinks and baths

e Be ready to turn off gas and electricity (get
help if needed). Unplug electrical items and
move them upstairs if possible

e Co-operate with emergency services and
local authorities — you may be evacuated to
a rest centre

e Do as much as you can in daylight. Doing
anything in the dark will be a lot harder,
especially if the electricity fails

e You cannot replace sentimental items.
Think about moving these upstairs or to a
safe place permanently

e Keep important personal documents in a
sealed bag and in a location safe from flood
water

e Floods can kill. Don’t try to walk or drive
through flood water — six inches of fast
flowing water can knock you over and two
feet of water will float your car. Manhole
covers may have come off and there may
be other hazards you can’t see

e Never try to swim through fast-flowing
water — you may get swept away or be
struck by an object in the water

Important telephone numbers

Alcester Local Floodline (operated by Town

Council volunteers) 07785 313370

Alcester Town Council office 01789 766084

Environment Agency Floodline 0845 988 1188

Severn Trent Water 0800 783 4444

Electricity 0800 056 8090

Gas 0800 111 999

In an emergency always ring 999

Where are the sandbags?

Available from Town Council office (Globe

House) and Alcester Local Floodline

Where is the sand?

Stratford Road (old Fire Station site)

Car Park at rear of Swan Hotel

Car Park by Gunnings Bridge

Who can help me?

Alcester Local Floodline 07785 313370
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Pictured with Sir Trevor Brooking are Heidi Lockyer
(Birmingham FA) Mark Henstone (FA Liaison Officer)
lan Chester (Chairman) Roger Wiltshire (Birmingham
FA) Ryan_-Harding (player) Wendy Weatherhead
(President) Ben Neade (player)

Over 100 players and supporters of Alcester
Town Football Club had an“evening they will
never forget at the recent England u21 match
versus Wales at Villa Park. The event was
organised by the Birmingham FA in recognition
of the club’s achievement in obtaining their top
award, the FA Charter Community Status. Six
boys from the club, Cameron Bennett, Luke
Williams, Mitchell Edginton, Tom Daniels,
Christopher Parker and Dean Hodges, were
invited to lead the players:out onto the pitch
and carry the flag as they played the National
anthems. At half time Sir Trevor Brooking
(West Ham United and England) presented the
club with their award and commemorative
plaque. Stuart Pearce’s England drew 2-2 with
Wales in an exciting match which meant they
qualified 5-4 on aggregate to 'go through to
next -~ summers Euro Championships in
Sweden.

Your Refuse & Recycling Service
Is changing from April 2009

Stratford on Avon District Council is holding
Roadshows to tell you about the changes to
the service from April 2009:

Saturday 28 March from 10 till 2 at Somerfield
Sunday 29 March from 11 till 2 at Somerfield
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Councillors Contact details
Alcester Ward

Town Council meetings

Planning & Recreation Monday 23 March &
Monday 27 April at 7pm

Amenities & Community Monday 23 March &
Monday 27 April at 8pm

Full Council Tuesday 7 April and Tuesday 12
May at 7pm

All meetings are held in the Council Chamber,
Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester (Seggs
Lane entrance).

Members of the public are welcome to attend
any of the council meetings. Please see the
agendas on the notice boards on Market Way
and High Street from the Thursday before each
meeting.

John Bunting 766753
Peter Crabtree 762660
Mike Gittus 488027
Chris Gough 762307
David Hancox 763393
Mrs Yvonne Hine 07771 930002
Ron Leek 762574
Alan Morgan 762486
Eric Payne 762577
Oversley Ward

Mrs Susan Adams 400371
Peter Carr 766084
Lennox Cumberbatch 766940
Nick Dearling 765070
Malcolm Graham 763925
Bill Malin 763113
Oversley Green Ward

Mrs Nina Knapman 764319
Clerk

Chris Wright 766084

Email: clerk@alcester-tc.gov.uk

Assistant Clerk
Paula Haggerty

766084

Email: office@alcester-tc.gov.uk

Mayor
Councillor Susan Adams

400371

Email: mayor@alcester-tc.gov.uk

Website www.alcester-tc.gov.uk

Town Council Surgery

The next Town Council Surgery will be on
Saturday 7 March from 10.00am to 12 noon
at Church House, Butter Street. Councillors,
including our Healthcare Champion Lennox
Cumberbatch, will be in attendance to
answer your questions and concerns about
the town. Please come along and enjoy a
cup of tea or coffee and biscuits whilst
talking to your councillors

Delivered by the Alcester Scouts & Guides
to households in Alcester

Produced and Published by Alcester Town Council,
Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 5DZ
Printed by PSW

Please let us have your comments and views

Name

Address

Comments
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