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newsletter Issue 19 Winter 2009 

In this edition:  Saving Alcester‟s Air Raid Shelter...... Alcester Youth Project......

Seasonal Greetings from 
the Mayor....... 

 
Cllr Mike Gittus 

I often listen to other members of the „Chain Gang‟ 
(Civic Heads) describing the issues they have in 
their towns. One will talk about the problem he has 
had with the positioning of the Festive Christmas 
Tree, another will speak of the late opening of a 
take away food store. These issues are important to 
their communities, but do not begin to approach the 
areas of work within our town. 
Alcester has had a Santa‟s Sack full of surprises 
this year. 
Who would have thought that over 100 years of 
nursing would have ended on the old Alcester 
Hospital site? So many promises and false starts in 
bygone years, and soon all to be replaced with a 
spanking new, state of the art Medical Centre 
„Rising from the Ashes‟ so to speak.  
The town is also moving towards „zero tolerance‟ to 
sewage and surface water flooding, a commitment I 
personally made when I was asked to become the 
Flood Champion after the floods of 2007. The 
drainage infrastructure has been reviewed and is 
undergoing a number of changes and additions. 
With the close support of all the agencies involved, 
and continuing pressure on those that are slow to 
react, we will reduce the pain and suffering caused 
to the town. I am still confident that the first of our 
„pumps‟ will be installed in this financial year. 
The unexpected arrival of Waitrose to refurbish and 
revitalise our ailing supermarket site was a fantastic 
bonus for our High Street retailers, and for lifting the 

town‟s profile as a quality shopping experience. As 
the John Lewis group continues to invest for their 
future, the promise of additional parking and better 
access for our shoppers will continue to provide 
stability for the town‟s retail future. 
Schooling continues to be high on my agenda. 
William Allin once said, "Education is not the answer 
to the question. Education is the means to the 
answer to all questions." I am very pleased that St 
Benedict‟s has been awarded sixth form status, 
enabling their excellent academic achievements to 
be carried forwards towards university. The new 
space age building that will house the new sixth 
form will be a very interesting design addition to the 
rest of the town‟s important architecture. 
Church House is also all set for a change, thanks to 
the excellent fundraising achievements of the 
Church House Committee. Modern toilets and a 
wonderful new kitchen will be a remarkable addition 
to the ecumenical experience! I know that funds are 
still being actively sought to complete this project. 
Alcester Town Football Club continues to grow in 
stature and ability, and is now recognised as the 
largest youth organisation of its type in 
Warwickshire. I am proud that Alcester Town 
Council continues to support the club. The future 
looks very exciting for them, and I can‟t wait to see 
how they progress next year. 
Roman Alcester continues to excite me, with the 
near completion of the Riverside Walks and the 
discovery of all manner of Roman occupation in the 
Oversley Fields. I look forward to a formal 
presentation of these new finds in the near future. 
Who knows what attractions our newfound heritage 
could bring to the town? 
On a more sombre note, we as a country are going 
to face some tough challenges over the next ten 
years, both financially and socially. Only the fittest 
and best-prepared communities will pull through 
unscathed. 
I can assure you that Alcester Town Council is 
ready to meet the challenges. Your Councillors are 
a dedicated team of volunteers who work for the 
town because they have a passion and a love for 
the community they represent. 
All that it remains for me to say is have a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 
Mike and Di 
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Clerkôs Corner 
We are being told the recession is coming to an end 
but the consequences are still with us and likely to 
be for some time.  Facilities for the Community 
seem the worst hit.  In October we learnt that 
Alcester Opportunities had been dissolved by 
Companies House and following some urgent 
investigation any consideration to reinstate them 
were dashed due to their fragile financial position.  
Alcester Town Council has taken over the running 
of the Pavilion so that none of the community 
groups using it suffer.  The future of the Greig Hall 
is still in doubt as the Greig Centre Directors toy 
with ideas on how they can make ends meet.  With 
both the County Council and District Council 
strapped for cash any revenue support funding 
seems impossible.  But let‟s look on the bright side; 
with Alcester Opportunities demise comes new 
opportunities and with the Alcester Town Youth 
Council having been launched in September some 
of the advice they are putting forward is already 
taking shape, and through our Senior Citizen 
Champion both ends of the age spectrum are fitting 
into our Community Engagement Programme.  So 
let‟s not be downhearted and let‟s look to a happy 
new year. 

Neighbourhood Watch Alcester 
Cannabis factories, one in 
Mappleborough Green, and the other 
in Great Alne, have been discovered 
and disrupted recently by the Police. 
The following tips may help people 
identify a cannabis factory in their 

neighbourhood: 
Windows of the property are covered from the 
inside; visits to the property occur at unusual times; 
people do not live on the premises but visit to 
maintain them; a vent protruding through the roof or 
a rear window; a pungent smell coming from the 
premises; noise coming from the equipment such 
as cooling fans; large amount of pots and lights 
may be moved into the premises when the factory is 
set up; in terraced houses, shared walls may 
appear wet; large amounts of soil and pots in back 
garden. To help the Police with information call 
01926415000 or call Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 
As the Christmas period approaches we would 
ask you to be extra vigilant. Have lights on timers to 
make your house appear occupied when darkness 
falls. In the evening, close the curtains so that your 
belongings are not on view, especially if you live 
near playing fields, open ground or alleyways. If you 
leave your house empty over Christmas please tell 
your neighbour; ask them to make sure any 
deliveries are not left on the doorstep. 
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service is 
committed to the reduction of accidental dwelling 

fires as well as deaths and injuries resulting from 
these fires. WFRS are offering all Warwickshire 
residents a FREE Home Fire Safety Check. If you 
would like to take advantage of this free offer ring 
01926 466 282 or click on 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hfsc 
The next meeting of Alcester Neighbourhood 
Watch will be at 7.30pm on Wednesday 2 
December 2009 at Alcester Members Club 
(formerly Trades and Labour Club). The meeting will 
include a Police Crime/Incident Report and the 
latest developments in Neighbourhood Watch. 
Everyone is welcome. 
Communicating with the Police (Please note 
corrected Alcester Police Station Number) 
Emergencies dial 999 
Report a crime or serious incident 01926 415000 
Stratford Police Station 01789 414111 
Alcester Police Station 01789 762207 (usually Mon-
Fri 9am-5pm, use for non urgent matters) 
Call Crimestoppers anonymously with information 
about crime on 0800 555 111. Crimestoppers is a 
charity who will pass on information to police 
without revealing any details of the caller. 
Alcester Community Policing Team 
Please contact the Community Policing Team on: 
Inspector Patrick Devereux  01789 414111 
Sgt Stuart Wild 01789 762207 x 4816 
PC Tony Hall  762207 Voice Mail (VM) 11647 
PC Steve Monckton  762207 (VM) 10094 
PCSO Dave Martin  762207 (VM) 16176 
PCSO Ally Streatfield  762207 (VM) 16206 
PCSO Rebecca Morris  762207 (VM) 16903 
Contact Warwickshire Trading Standards for advice 
on scams and rogue traders on 0845 4040 506. For 
access to latest information on scams go to 
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/latestscams 
Alcester is a relatively crime free area.  We work 
together to keep it that way. 

Meet your councillors 
Jim Kenyon was born in 
Rawtenstall, Lancashire and 
has lived in Alcester for 30 
years.  He was a Town 
Councillor for 10 years, left 
Alcester briefly but has now 

returned. Jim is married to Angela and they 
have three daughters.  A past Mayor of the 
Town Council in 2005, Jim is the managing 
director of his own water treatment company 
and is involved with Alcester Town Football 
Club, Alcester Lions and Alcester Keep Fit.  
The community spirit is what he likes most 
about Alcester, and Jim says he joined the 
Town Council to serve the community and try 
to help build better facilities and opportunities 
for young and old of this lovely town. 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hfsc
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Saving Alcesterôs Air Raid Shelter 

 
There are now only two World War II Air Raid 
shelters left in Alcester, one on public land, the 
other on private land.  Alcester Town Council 
has agreed to keep the shelter which is on their 
land on the proviso that it can be repaired at no 
cost to the taxpayer and that the building can 
be put to good use. During the past two years 
four of the shelters which were in poor 
condition have been demolished.  
The Ragley Estate map of 1872 shows ten 
structures of two rooms described as outside 
toilet and pigsty. These were in similar 
positions to the five air raid shelters so we 
assume that five were demolished and the 
bricks used in 1939 to upgrade and convert to 
five air raid shelters still there in 2004. The 
buildings were unique, built with roofs like the 
small brick bridges still seen on the Ragley 
estate farm roads. The conservation architect 
has stated that he has never seen anything like 
them; they are not in any way like the 
recommended Government design for an air 
raid shelter or a privy.  It is understood that in 
1939 Alcester Rural District Council had the 
shelters adapted, reinforced and added blast 
walls to provide a safe place for people to go 
during a bombing raid.  Larger conventional air 
raid shelters, now demolished, were built 
outside the Post Office in High Street, on 
School Road and on the site where the library 
stands today. Smaller shelters were situated 
about the town, of traditional design, and one 
of these still remains today.  We know that the 
nearest bombs fell on fields that now form the 
Conway estate and also on the railway at 
Broom junction, all about the time of the 
Coventry and Birmingham blitz. The fires of 
Coventry blitz could be seen from Alcester. 
Alcester had many evacuees and a whole 
school from Coventry shared Alcester 

Grammar School with Alcester pupils, using the 
Town Hall, Arrow Hall and other such buildings.  
A British plane crashed near Hoo Mill and an 
American B17 Fortress at Temple Grafton. 
Alcester Local History Society agreed to 
provide £1000 to restore the last air raid shelter 
and to date has raised over £700 from two 
special fund raising picture shows of “Alcester 
Now and Then” and “Old Advertising 
Postcards”.   Work to repair and secure the 
shelter for future generations will commence 
shortly.  
The Alcester Town “Youth Project” scheme is 
to be presented to the community in the near 
future. Any society or person wishing to 
organise an event to raise money to help the 
town provide better facilities for our youth are 
asked to contact the Town Clerk‟s office.  
The Town Clerk‟s office may also be contacted 
if your Society or group would like to hold an 
evening picture show of “Alcester Now and 
Then” in return for a donation to the Youth 
Project. The next new and unseen picture 
project will be “Alcester and the local villages - 
Now and Then”, to be shown some time in 
2010. 

 
Tree of Light 

With the festive season 
approaching, the Christmas 
lights were switched on on 
Saturday 28 November, 
along with the Rotary 
Club‟s Tree of Light next to 
Globe House. 
Anyone wishing to sponsor 
a light in memory of a loved 
one for the Tree of Light 
should visit the Council 
offices at Globe House, 
Hemming & Peace Funeral 
Directors on High Street, or 

Brownings Solicitors on Adams Way.  
Alternatively contact Roger Zambonini from the 
Rotary Club directly on 01789 488088. 
 

Alcester Health Project, as our new 

health centre is called at present, will need a 
name.  If you can think of a name that is worthy 
of this new development that is memorable and 
connected with Alcester please let us know. 
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Alcester Health Project 
An Integrated Health and Social Care Team 
(IHSCT) that focuses on enabling people to remain 
living in their own homes for as long as possible is 
being launched in Warwickshire. 
The newly merged team of local health and social 
care services are joining forces to help make care at 
home possible for more patients in the Alcester, 
Bidford and Studley areas. 
Staff delivering home or community-based services 
will no longer be in separate health or social care 
teams. They will work together as a single unit – 
known as the Integrated Health and Social Care 
Team. This is a joint initiative between NHS 
Warwickshire Community Health and Warwickshire 
County Council. 
The team will include district nurses, social workers, 
community matrons and allied health professionals, 
such as physiotherapists and occupational 
therapists. It will operate between 8.30am and 
11.00pm every day of the year, with on-call 
arrangements available between 11.00pm and 
8.30am. 
The IHSCT team will be up and running in South 
Warwickshire from Monday 2 November. Its aim will 
be to help more people to live at home for as long 
as possible, supporting both individuals needing 
care and their families. 
Services will be tailored to individual needs and 
include care for people at  home in the final stages 
of life, wound care for the housebound, 
rehabilitation therapy and advice on safe and 
healthy living. As well as providing traditional aids 
and equipment, such as walking sticks or frames, 
the team will promote the use of new technology to 
help people live independently – and safely – in 
their own homes. 
IHSCT is the result of extensive research which 
shows that people achieve better rehabilitation 
outcomes if they receive care at home rather than in 
hospital. 
The 22 inpatient bed facility at Alcester Hospital has 
now closed, but the outpatient clinics at the hospital 
– including physiotherapy, occupational therapy, 
speech and language therapy, dieticians, specialist 
care dentistry and podiatry – are continuing, along 
with the work provided by the IHSCT team. 
In addition to IHSCT, the new Alcester Healthcare 
Centre, which is due to open in June 2011, is set to 
boost patient care and provide a range of health 
services including: physiotherapy, health visiting, 
district nursing and hospital outpatients‟ services – 
as well as diagnostic services, such as X-ray and 
ultrasound. Work on the new centre is expected to 
get underway early next year. 

 
 

 
Come and enjoy the fabulous St Nicholas Night 
celebrations in Alcester.  Now in its 6th year, the 
event allows the townsfolk of Alcester and District to 
come together to mark the start of the festive 
season, to have some fun and to raise money for 
local good causes. This year we have the added 
pleasure of the presence of the Lord Bishop of 
Coventry who will join the Reverend Canon David 
Capron, Rector of St Nicholas Church, in the 
procession.  All visitors are welcome but you may 
also wish to participate in the event itself. Have a 
stall in the St Nicholas Market to raise money for 
charity or local organisations. Otherwise, for those 
lucky enough to own a vintage car or vintage cycle, 
why not join the parade.  For further information 
please do not hesitate to contact me on 07866 
766140.  Andrew Mitchell - Chairman, St Nicholas 

Night Association 

The St Nicholas Night Association has made 
donations to local organisations including Alcester 
Mayor's Charity, Renewal, Young Firefighters, 
Scouts & Guides, Alcester Victoria Silver Band 
(Junior Section), local nursery and schools groups, 
as well as Alcester Opportunities.  It is intended that 
should surplus funds be available after this year's 
event, those will be channelled again towards good 
causes in the Alcester area. 
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Vision for Alcester 
The role of Alcester Town Council can broadly be 
divided into two parts. The first covers 
administration and maintenance. Two topics from 
this, trees and cemeteries were mentioned in the 
last newsletter. There are several others to be 
covered at a later date. The second area is the 
Vision for the future of the town. You will have seen 
in the press that your Council has aggressively 
been pursuing a new hospital - with beds. There are 
also long term recreation and leisure plans being 
developed and project teams with members from 
both the Council and the Public working on them. 
This is a brief overview: 
There are some 200 young people in the Town of 
both sexes who play football, mainly with Alcester 
Town Football Club. They struggle with lack of 
facilities and shortage of pitches. We are currently 
working with the Club to find and develop suitable 
facilities. It‟s not easy finding suitable land in the 
area – but we are working on it.  
The land between Oversley Green and Corinthian 
Court is protected by English Heritage as it is of 
Roman Architectural value. This means that it 
cannot be developed in any way. However we have 
very little idea of what is actually under the ground. 
We are working with Warwickshire Museum Field 
Services and the Roman Museum, planning to have 
the whole area surveyed with „ground radar‟, to give 
an idea of what is there and identify areas for further 
investigation. If these produce good evidence of 
Roman occupation, such as the Alauna Roman site 
then we can use it to promote the Tourism & 
Business opportunities within the town. 
We expect to realise the longstanding ambition of 
constructing a Riverside walk along the River Arrow 
from Bleachfield Street to the Old Stratford Road in 
Oversley, to link the trail to the Roman Museum. 
This will involve the diversion of the existing 
footpath to enable an accessible path for its whole 
length. The path will have waymarking signage, 
interpretative signage at appropriate points, 
explaining historic features and usage of the 
adjacent site obtained from the archaeological 
surveys. 
All signage will reflect Roman Heritage and be 
designed and, if possible, fabricated locally.    
The Conway Fields are a valuable and under-used 
recreation area and we are looking at developing 
multiple facilities in this area in co-operation with 
existing users. Due to the scope of the project, 
deliverables will be phased over subsequent years. 
However the Council will be installing a set of 
goalposts in time for the summer school holidays for 
the use of young people. 
We are also investigating potential areas for long 
term parking, both for coaches and for cars. This is 
a long term project with no immediate 

improvements envisaged, but it would be an asset 
for the town. 
The progress on these development objectives has 
been made possible due to promised funding by 
Stratford District Council for Community 
Development. The funding is for a four year period, 
and although it is insufficient to complete the 
projects, they will go a long way to helping us to 
achieve them.  
 

Alcester Round Table Santa Float Dates 
Last year over £2000 was raised and distributed to 
10 local charities and clubs and societies supporting 
our local community. However, recent years have 
seen a decline in membership of Alcester Round 
Table and we‟d love to hear from any men aged 18 
– 44 who enjoy trying new activities and sports, 
meeting new people and networking and helping 
our local community - but most of all having a good 
time whilst doing so!  
For further information or to volunteer for the Santa 
Float, please contact Chairman Juan Adie 
juanadie@btinternet.com or Vice Chairman Howard 
Tinker howard.tinker@mypostoffice.co.uk 
Friday 11

th
 December 

Seggs Lane, Augustus Drive, Cross Rd, Sherwell 
Drive, Roman Way, Hadrian‟s Walk, Stratford Road 
Saturday 12

th
  

Evesham Street, Newport Drive, Birch Abbey, 
Chantry Crescent, Willow Close, Bleachfield Street, 
Flax Close, High Street including Pubs 
Sunday 13

th
  

Gunnings Road, St. Faiths Rd, Vallet Ave, 
Hawthorn Close, Blackthorn Way, Springfield Road, 
Kingfisher Way, Plover Close, Meadow Road  
Monday 14

th
  

Greville Road, Abbey Close, Kinwarton Farm Road, 
Seymour Road, Rufford Close, Purton Close, 
Devonish Close, Horton Close, Wain Close, 
Fenwick Close 
Tuesday 15

th
  

Crooks Lane, Hertford Road, Alauna Avenue, 
Beauchamp Road, Avon Crescent, Arrow Crescent, 
Smiths Way, Kingsley Avenue, Castle Road  
Wednesday 16

th
  

Throckmorton Rd, Gerard Rd, Riddell Close, St 
Marys Rd, Winchcombe Rd, Barlich Way, Captains 
Hill 
Thursday 17

th
  

Ten Acres, Fields Park Drive, Alne Bank Rd, Collins 
Way, Fairwater Crescent, Alcocks Rd, Weatheroak 
Rd, Riverside, Haselor Close, Wharrage Rd 
Friday 18

th
  

Henley Street, Moorfield Road, Rope Walk, School 
Road, Priory Road 
Saturday 19

th
 Roebuck Park, whole of Birmingham 

Road up to the Roebuck island, Eclipse Estate, 
Station Road Estate. 

mailto:juanadie@btinternet.com
mailto:howard.tinker@mypostoffice.co.uk
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Alcester Youth Project 
We are reaching the stage of placing contracts 
for the Multi Use Games Area at the Pavilion 
on Conway Fields. Contract work should start 
in the New Year. As part of an overall project 
we are preparing a detailed scheme of 
improvements. This will include all aspects for 
youth provision and our community. Draft plans 
will be put to Alcester residents in an open 
exhibition in early 2010. Improvements to the 
Pavilion area it is hoped will make the area 
more user friendly, to provide public toilets, 
bigger rooms and a youth club building. We 
wish to build on the good work done by 
Alcester Opportunities which has now handed 
over its portfolio to make way for a new user 
group. The Conway Fields with the adjacent 
nature reserve provide our town with a superb 
public amenity for all ages. The prospect of a 
new natural play area, a proposed Community 
Orchard, skate area and a performing art 
platform will provide additional features. 
Plans are being looked at to provide more 
equipment at the Collins Way play area. 
The Vision group have helped in many projects 
and now with a grant from Better Welcome 
have started the first phase of the new riverside 
walk suitable for disabled and push chairs 
along the River Arrow between Bleachfield 
Street and the old Oversley Bridge. This will 
eventually extend as an ordinary footpath along 
the river bank to join the Evesham Street by 
the old railway bridge making a circular route. 
The Town Council keep their parks in good 
order but we need your help. Please look after 
your parks. Do not leave litter and remind, 
politely, others to use the bins which we empty 
daily. Dog owners are reminded to clean up 
after their animal (it can be placed in any lined 
bin). Not only is this anti-social but is a health 
risk to our children. The Stratford District 
byelaw applies to any public area, and a fine of 
£1000 is the penalty if prosecuted. 
All our parks come under the “Alcohol 
Restricted Zones scheme”. The Police have 
the authority to confiscate alcohol from anyone 
behaving badly or drinking under age in any of 
our parks. This applies to many other parts of 
the town. Please report to the Town Council 
office if you see damage being committed or 
damage that needs attention. We ask that you 
report any misuse of your town‟s civic areas. 
Motor cycles are forbidden on all play areas 

and cause a lot of damage. It is noted that 
many are under age and therefore not 
uninsured drivers; if an accident results they 
will not be able to compensate so the 
responsibility will fall on their parents.  
Let us know if you have ideas for improvement 
or want to help or hold a function to raise 
money. Help us to keep your council tax down 
by keeping your town and locality in good 
order. Sweep and clean the front of your home 
or business, collect and place in a bin; please 
do not sweep into the drains as they will 
become blocked and result in flooding.  

 
Community Learning at Alcester Pavilion 

Alcester Opportunities may 
be no more, but the legacy 
left by them and the 
opportunity for the local 
community to build on that 
legacy is wide and varied. 
Below is just one possibility. 
Adult & Community 
Learning: Here are a few 

examples of the types of courses we could run at  
Alcester Pavilion: Family History, Digital Editing, 
Photography and Beginners ICT.  We also run 
courses to help adults 'skill up' with their maths, 
English and computer knowledge to get them ready 
for the job market or to gain a qualification.  We aim 
for a group size of 8.  Fee remission and 
concessions available, so this is a great opportunity 
for everyone.  Interested? Then contact us at Globe 
House or Warwickshire County Council on 01926 
413608 email: gerdajones@warwickshire.gov.uk 
We look forward to hearing from you!  

Seasonal reminders from Alcester 
Safer Neighbourhoods Teaméé.. 
At this time of year there is traditionally an 
increase in burglary of dwellings and vehicle 
crime.   
Please secure your house properly and don‟t 
forget your garages and sheds since power 
tools are also a target.  Report suspicious 
vehicles or incidents. 
Remove laptops, satnavs and other valuables 
from cars; criminals can buy gadgets cheaply 
which can identify battery sources. 
If we have a cold spell of weather don‟t leave 
your car unattended on the drive whilst it is 
defrosting; your insurance company probably 
won‟t like it if the car is stolen. 
Remember if you wish to report a crime please 
call 01926 415000 and in an emergency ring 
999. 
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Alcesterôs Official Opening as a 
Fairtrade Town 

10.00am Saturday, January 23rd 2010 
To celebrate achieving Fairtrade 
Town status, the Fairtrade Town 
Steering Group will be holding an 
official ceremony and event to 
mark the occasion. 
We will involve as many Alcester 
traders, local businesses and 
organisations that would like to 

take part during the day and to create a fun 
Fairtrade Trail throughout the town. The event will 
start at the Town Hall.  
We are hoping to get Sarah Falkland from Midlands 
Today to cut the official ribbon and representatives 
from our own Town Council as well as Stratford, 
plus local community leaders and schools will be 
invited to attend.  
The Town Hall will host various Fairtrade activities 
for both children and adults alike including 
information, goods, talks and multimedia 
presentations. This is also the starting point for the 
trail which will go up one side of the High Street, up 
to the Library or Globe House where there will be 
the opportunity to join in making a mosaic, down the 
other side of the High Street and to the shops in 
Bull‟s Head Yard and Waitrose for food tastings. 
The plan is that anyone doing the trail will get their 
special card stamped or signed when they visit any 
shop or business on the trail. Those who complete 
their cards can claim a goody bag of Fairtrade items 
on return to the Town Hall.  
We will be also encouraging the individual shops 
and businesses to offer Fairtrade refreshments and 
special promotions on the day. The aim of this event 
is to raise awareness of what Fairtrade is about 
along with where and what Fairtrade goods are 
available in the town. We also want to encourage 
extra business to our local shops.  
We will also be creating a more permanent 
Fairtrade Trail on the Alcester Town website and 
distribute leaflets in the library and shops so that 
visitors to Alcester know where to buy Fairtrade 
goods all year round and which businesses actively 
support Fairtrade.  
If you would like to know more or help us please 
contact Katherine Long on 01789 762562 or 
info@alcester-fairtrade-town.org.uk or Nina 
Knapman on 01789 764319 or 
nina@hardy9724.freeserve.co.uk  

Contact for more information: www.alcester-
fairtrade-town.org.uk 
For more information on Fairtrade Towns: 
www.fairtradetowns.org 
 
 

Alcester Italian Food Market 
On 3

rd
 October Alcester 

hosted its first Italian 
Food Street Market in 
the High Street resulting 
in hundreds of visitors 
entering the town, as 
well as regular local 
shoppers.  Everyone 

was able to sample the treats of original Italian 
delicacies, including a variety of freshly baked bread 
and pastries (which sold out within three hours of 
opening). 
There were a huge range of cheeses, cured meats, 
dried pasta, cakes, nougat, oils, vinegars, and 
pickles of all sorts on sale guaranteed to tickle the 
taste buds for a once in a while treat and even 
cooked Italian sausages for a breakfast or lunch 
time snack. Our Italian guests were charming and 
helpful where interpretation was required and 
tastings invited before buying. 

The Market was officially 
opened by the Town Court 
Leet officers and our 
resident Roman Centurion 
“Clodius” was out and 
about guiding visitors to 
the museum. Many pubs 
and eateries presented a 
special menu including 
Italian food and hot drinks 
in keeping with the theme 
and as the weather smiled 
on Alcester for the day, it 

was a pleasure to see every café, bistro, & pub 
making the most of the additional footfall by having 
tables inside and out, complimenting the 
Mediterranean atmosphere and displaying our 
ability to rise to such occasions. 
It was also commendable that the children of our 
local St Nicholas School presented such a 
wonderful Roman themed display in one of the 
empty shops in the High Street, again joining in the 
fun of the day. 
The prime reason for inviting the Italian Food 
Market into Alcester was to attract shoppers and 
visitors into the town who would not only buy from 
the market, but hopefully whilst here, also 
experience the other businesses and shops we 
have distributed around the centre.  
To this end the town roads were grid-locked by 
traffic on many occasions during the day and 
judging by all the reports received, businesses had 
“a more successful Saturday than usual”, resulting 
in the event being well worthwhile.   
Hopefully, many of the visitors will remember what a 
beautiful town we have and return to shop again! 
David Wade ï Business Champion 

mailto:nina@hardy9724.freeserve.co.uk
http://www.alcester-fairtrade-town.org.uk/
http://www.alcester-fairtrade-town.org.uk/
http://www.fairtradetowns.org/
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Councillorsô contact details 
Alcester Ward 
John Bunting   766753 
Peter Crabtree  762660 
Mike Gittus   488027 
Chris Gough   762307 
David Hancox   763393 
Mrs Yvonne Hine  07771 930002 
Jim Kenyon   766084 
Ron Leek   762574 
Eric Payne   762577 
Oversley Ward 
Mrs Susan Adams  400371 
Peter Carr   766084 
Lennox Cumberbatch  766940 
Nick Dearling   765070 
Malcolm Graham  763925 
Bill Malin   763113 
Oversley Green Ward 
Mrs Nina Knapman  764319 

 
 

Clerk 
Chris Wright   766084 
Email:  clerk@alcester-tc.gov.uk 
 
Assistant Clerk 
Paula Haggerty  766084 
Email:  office@alcester-tc.gov.uk 
 
Mayor 
Councillor Mike Gittus  488027 
Email:  mayor@alcester-tc.gov.uk 
 
Website www.alcester-tc.gov.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Council meetings 

Recreation Committee Monday 25 January 
2010 at 7pm, Monday 22 February at 7pm, 
Monday 22 March at 7pm 
Amenities Committee Monday 25 January 
2010 at 8pm, Monday 22 February at 8pm, 
Monday 22 March at 8pm 
Planning Committee Monday 11 January 
2010 at 6.30pm, Monday 25 January at 7pm, 
Monday 8 February at 7pm, Monday 22 
February at 7pm, Monday 8 March at 7pm 
Community Committee Monday 25 January 
2010 at 8pm, Monday 22 February at 8pm, 
Monday 22 March at 8pm 
Full Council Meetings  
Tuesday 1 December at 7pm, Tuesday 5 
January 2010 at 7pm, Tuesday 2 February at 
7pm, Tuesday 2 March at 7pm 
All meetings are held in the Council Chamber, Globe House, 
Priory Road, Alcester (Seggs Lane entrance). Members of the 
public are welcome to attend any of the council meetings.  
Please see the agendas on the notice boards on Market Way 
and High Street from the Thursday before each meeting. 
 

Town Council Surgeries 
Town Council Surgery dates are as follows:  
5 December 2009, 2 January 2010, 6 
February, 6 March, 3 April, 1 May, 5 June, 3 
July, 7 August, 4 September, 2 October, 6 
November, 4 December, all on Saturdays 
from 10.00am to 12 noon at Church House, 
Butter Street. Councillors will be in 
attendance to answer your concerns about 
the town, as well as the Police. Please come 
along and enjoy FREE tea and biscuits 

 

Delivered by the Alcester Scouts & Guides to 
households in Alcester 
Produced and Published by Alcester Town Council, 
Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 5DZ 
Printed by PSW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please let us have your comments and views 
 
Name 
 
Address 
 
Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@alcester-tc.gov.uk
mailto:office@alcester-tc.gov.uk
mailto:mayor@alcester-tc.gov.uk
http://www.alcester-tc.gov.uk/

