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newsletter Issue 15 Winter  2008  

In this bumper edition:  An interview with Sally Staley of St Nicholas School....

Parking Charges in Alcester A Word from the Mayor 

 
 
At the Stratford on Avon District Council 
Cabinet meeting on Monday 27 October, it was 
decided not to impose car parking charges in 
the market towns within the district.  This 
decision was announced in front of 30+ 
Alcester residents who were there at the 
meeting.  Councillor Sue Adams, attending as 
an Alcester Ward Member, and Councillor Eric 
Payne were commended for all the work they 
had put in regarding this issue. 
Regarding the Parish Poll, once the residentsô 
request for the Poll had been received by 
Stratford on Avon District Council, the Poll had 
to take place as there is no mechanism to stop 
it (this was checked with the Elections Officer).  
This is most unfortunate as it will cost the 
council tax payers of Alcester in excess of 
£2000, as Alcester Town Council has to cover 
the whole cost of the Poll.  Therefore the 
situation is that the residents of Alcester have 
been asked to vote yes or no on an issue that 
has already been decided; that is that Stratford 
on Avon District Council will not be imposing 
car parking charges in Alcester. The results of 
the Poll ñShould Stratford District Council 
impose parking charges in Alcester?ò held on 
11 November were: For ï 19 votes, against ï 
1197 votes, 6 spoiled papers, and the turnout 
was 24.87%. 

 
 
Firstly may I wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a healthy New Year, and assure 
you that the Town Council will continue to work 
in the best interests of all the community.  The 
present gloom caused by the financial credit 
crunch makes me feel strongly that the 
community must be united, and pulling 
together. We need to support our shops and 
businesses to keep the town vibrant. Alcester 
is a great place to live and work ï letôs keep it 
like that. 
Unfortunately the cost of the recent Town 
Council election and parish poll will have to be 
added to the precept next year.  This will be at 
least an extra £4000, and this will put back 
some of the projects that your Council would 
like to have implemented this year. 
The Alcester Christmas Lights Committee have 
again provided and erected the townôs 
Christmas lights, and I would like to thank Rory 
Duff and his team of volunteers for doing a 
fantastic job. 
We have an addition to our lights this year in 
the way of a óTree of Lightô outside Globe 
House.  This is the initiative of The Rotary Club 
of Alcester, and the money raised will go to 
local and Rotary charities. 
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Clerkôs Corner 

 
It seems there is never a dull moment with 
flooding, parking, health care and much more. 
These are all things that the Town Council has 
involved itself in on behalf of the community of 
Alcester which are not strictly within their remit, 
yet the benefits will be felt far wider than the 
Alcester parish boundaries. 
The fate of the old shelters behind the cottages 
on Bleachfield Street have also once again 
been in the news, and hopefully one will be 
retained.  However the main consideration is 
safety, which was severely compromised by 
the lack of maintenance over a very long time, 
with invasive plants such as ivy and buddleia 
growing through some of them.  We must thank 
the Warwickshire Probation Service for the 
hard work they and their supervisors have 
done towards this project, and also the clearing 
of the invasive undergrowth on the old 
Cemetery site, using people doing community 
service under the Community Purse Payback 
Scheme.  This has allowed us to tidy up both 
areas considerably and will be an ongoing 
process until we are satisfied with the results. 
Recreation and facilities for our youth in the 
town still remains one of the Town Councilôs 
biggest concerns and is high on its priority list. 
We are working closely with both Alcester 
Opportunities and Alcester Town Football Club 
to improve facilities at the Pavilion on Conway 
Fields, whilst the Youth Club at the old infant 
school in Moorfield Road still appears to have a 
limited life.  Funding remains one of our biggest 
challenges and in order to achieve our goal the 
Stratford District Council Area Co-ordinator and 
Warwickshire County Council Youth Service 
are being very supportive, along with our 
District and County Councillors. 
Finally, we look forward to a new year and the 
challenges it will bring. 

Introducing two more of your 
councillors........... 
 

 
John Charles Norman Bunting  
 
Born in Alcester at 5 High Street on 30th 
January 1939, my first school was the Alcester 
National School in School Road but, on the 
recommendation of a specialist from the 
Birmingham Childrenôs Hospital, I was sent in 
January 1948 to a boarding school in the 
Cotswolds, away from the damp atmosphere of 
Alcester and the Arrow Valley. I was never ill 
again! I left school after ñOò levels and travelled 
daily on the LMS train from Alcester station to 
Birmingham College of Commerce where I took 
ñAò levels. Called up for National Service in the 
RAF, I trained as a policeman and was posted 
to Germany for 20 months, part of the time 
being spent in Berlin before the wall was built.  
On my return, I went into the family grocery 
business, established in 1901, at 5/7 High 
Street, Alcester to help before going on training 
courses. Unfortunately my father had a 
thrombosis a month after my demobilisation 
and died 2 years later in 1962. My training 
became hands-on as running the business 
made it impossible to get away.  
The family was traditionally involved in Alcester 
life, with both my grandfather and father 
serving on the Parish Council and as High 
Bailiff. My first local involvement was as a 
member, and later chairman, of Alcester 
Chamber of Trade which was very active at this 
period.  It started and ran the Street market, 
organised flowers in the street and put up 
Christmas lights and bunting. I was then 
elected to Alcester Rural District Council for 3 
years. With the 1974 changes in Local 
Government I helped to form a committee 
called the Ratepayers Association in an effort 
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to try and combat the massive rises in rates 
caused by the changes when Stratford District 
Council was formed.  At about the same time I 
was elected to Alcester Parish Council (later 
Alcester Town Council) becoming Mayor in 
1988.  
My activities have included being a committee 
member for many of Alcesterôs celebrations - 
the Jubilee in 1977, Prince Charlesô wedding in 
1981, Beacon for Europe and the millennium 
party in 2000.  I am an active member of Royal 
British Legion and organised the local Poppy 
Appeal for 3 years.  I am a Town Council 
trustee to the Newport, Moorfields, Church 
Street Properties and United charities of 
Alcester.  As a millennium project, I chaired a 
group to publish our book, ñ100 years of 
Alcesterò and also organised an exhibition of 
memories to celebrate 50 years of peace 1945 
to 2005.  I actively promoted our Heritage 
Centre from its conception in the 1970s and 
Alcester Local History and Civic Societies.  
Always a keen sportsman I played cricket at 
Ragley but my main game was hockey, playing 
for Evesham and Worcestershire.  I was a 
member of the group formed to rebuild the 
tennis courts and club and later became 
chairman.  
I live with my wife, Bronwen, in Seggs Lane 
and have two children, Nicholas and Louise, 2 
grandchildren, and 2 step sons Tomos and 
James.    
 

 
Eric Payne 

 
Eric has lived in Alcester all his life and was 
born in Bleachfield Street, the third of seven 
children, and was educated at St Faiths 
School. He has moved around Alcester over 
the years having lived in Alauna Avenue, Cross 

Road, School Road and in his present home in 
Sherwell Drive. 
 
Eric is married to Maggie who is also an 
Alcestrian, being born in Ten Acres. They have 
two children:  Nicholas who works in 
Administration in Stratford and Charlotte who is 
teaching English and Music at a school in 
Egypt. 
 
Eric has spent most of his working life working 
in local light Industry and food distribution. He 
has been employed as a Production Operator 
and has held several managerial positions. 
Eric has served Alcester as a town councillor 
for fourteen years, has been Town Mayor on 
two occasions and is the current chairman of 
The Community Committee.  Eric and Maggie 
work together tirelessly for Alcester in Bloom. 
Alcester has won numerous awards including 
the national title of Best Kept Small Town. 
Eric is passionate about the future healthcare 
facilities in Alcester and is chair of the 
Healthcare Task Force which was established 
to ensure the town and the surrounding area 
gets new healthcare facilities fit for the 21st 
century.  He is also a member of the Flood 
Task Force which is working hard to obtain 
funding to alleviate the problems of flooding 
within the town. 
 
Eric, who is keen to engage the young people 
of Alcester, launched the Mayors Charity in 
2007 to assist youth projects within the town; 
the charity has already helped several youth 
projects and is continuing its good and 
essential work. 
 
In 2007 Eric was elected to serve on Stratford 
District Council as an Alcester Ward Member, 
and in May 2008 was appointed chairman of 
the District Council Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee A. 

 
Since being elected to Stratford District Council 
Eric has retired from business so that he can 
concentrate all his efforts on working for the 
residents of Alcester. 
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St Nicholas School 
St Nicholas School 
was formed in 
September 2004 by 
the merger of 
Alcester Infant 
School and St 
Faithôs C of E Junior 
School.  Mrs Sally 

Staley was appointed as Head Teacher of the 
new school.  This must have been quite 
daunting as with all new projects come high 
expectations.  Sallyôs main aim is to make the 
school the hub of the community, involving all 
ages from birth onwards, especially as the 
Childrenôs Centre and Teddy Bears Corner 
operate on the same site. 
The school is making great strides in achieving 
these aims through acting as host to outside of 
hours events, for example, the very successful 
Tea in the Tent, and as a follow-on to this they 
are hosting óCook and Eat Your Teaô sessions.  
These start on 12 January 2009; the sessions 
are free and it looks as if it will be most 
enjoyable.  The age groups 14-18 are included 
in this, so as Sally says, you can all get your 
aprons readyéé 
Sally is also looking forward to the opening of 
an all-weather pitch at the school.  This will be 
open for use to other schools during school 
hours and open to the community in the 
evenings.  Alcester Town Council is very active 
in its support for this facility. 
The other item on Sallyôs agenda is that every 
child at the school should not be afraid of water 
by the age of 5 and be able to swim by the age 
of 7.  Her other aim is to open the swimming 
pool out of school hours, and during holiday 
times parents and toddlers are already using 
the facility for the nominal fee of £1. 

 
Some of the amenities will need modernising to 
make this possible. 

 
Sally was very proud of the schoolôs 
involvement with the Amateur Swimming 
Association.  The school was chosen to take 
part in the leisure industry week óSplashô.  At 
the leisure industry week they sent a total of 40 
children to this event and great fun was had by 
all.  They showcased all the latest swimming 
aids and also had fun demonstrating mini polo 
and Flip and Fun, which is an introduction to 
diving. 

 
Head Teacher Sally Staley with the óSharkôs Finô floats 

As a óthank youô to the school for taking part 
they were given the new innovative ósharkôs finô 
swimming aids.  Sally and I both wished we 
had been able to use these when we were 
younger.  The children were also invited to the 
ASAôs Swimtastic event where they met 
Olympians and Para Olympians. 
St Nicholasô School is full of activity, but Sally is 
also very aware of childrenôs needs, for 
example, there are opportunities for quiet times 
and also listening services where children can 
share and confide in others when they have 
problems. 
I would like to thank Sally very much for giving 
up her valuable time and for showing me round 
this very busy school.  Alcester Town Council 
wishes Sally and her team every success for 
the future. 
 
Councillor Yvonne Hine 
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St Nicholas Night 
St Nicholas Night this 
year is on Saturday 6 
December from 
2.30pm and will be 
the biggest ever. 
Some of the 
attractions are: 

 

Pig Roast, street stalls, barrel organ, 
childrenôs rides, musical entertainment 
including Alcester Victoria Silver Band, 
handbell ringers, bands at local pubs, 
Boy Bishop parade at 3.00pm, firework 
display at 6.00pm and Compline of St 
Nicholas service at 7.00pm 
 
Rotary Club of Alcester ï ñTree of Lightò 

The lights will be 
illuminated on the Tree 
of Light by the Alcester 
Town Mayor Susan 
Adams on Saturday 29 
November at 5.00pm.  A 
light will shine on the 
Rotary Tree of Light by 

Globe Island from 29 November throughout 
Christmas and the New Year until 6 January in 
memory of that special someone or cause. The 
names of those remembered will be displayed 
on a noticeboard in Globe House. 
This project is sponsored by Hemming & 
Peace with the assistance of Rotary volunteers 
and other organisations so that 100% of your 
contributions can be donated to good causes. 
A list of recipients will appear on our website. 
For further information and to donate in 
memory of a loved one or cause please contact 
Hemming & Peace, 67 High Street, Alcester, 
tel 01789 766750 or www.alcesterrotary.org.uk 
Some of the charities the Tree of Light will 
support are: 
Alcester British Legion 
Alcester Firefighters Fund 
Barnardos 
Kids Out 
Macmillan Cancer Support 
Myton Hospice Warwick 
Rotary District 1060 Young Carers Project 
Warwickshire Association of Youth Clubs 
Other local and Rotary charities 

Victorian Postbox Reinstated 
Good news!  The Town Council and the Local 
History Society have been negotiating with the 
Royal Mail for some time to either reinstate the 
Victorian Postbox by the Lord Nelson pub in 
Priory Road, or donate it to the town for 
safekeeping.  They have now refurbished and 
reinstated it and it is now back in use 

 

Donôt lose your chance to vote 
Stratford on Avon 
District Council has told 
us that quite a lot of 
Alcester people have 
not returned their 
registration forms to 
enable them to vote in 
future elections.  
Please ensure you 
return your registration 
document as soon as 
possible or you will not 

be eligible to vote. You can also register online 
at www.stratford-dc.gov.uk For further 
information please contact the District Council 
on 01789 260210.  
 
 

The Childrenôs Centre 
The Childrenôs Centre is located at St Nicholasô 
School on St Faithôs Road. It provides support 
for parents, grandparents, carers and 
guardians. Help can be given with your childôs 
talking, your childôs behaviour, your childôs 
health and development, breast feeding advice, 
giving up smoking, benefits and employment 
support, finding and choosing childcare, one-
to-one support or advice, and also runs 
parenting courses.  For more information 
please contact 01789 764093, email 
alcester@parentingproject.org.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.alcesterrotary.org.uk/
http://www.stratford-dc.gov.uk/
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Alcester Fairtrade 
Town Campaign 
This September saw the start 
of Alcesterôs Fairtrade Town 
campaign, which aims to raise 
awareness, availability and 
consistent use of Fairtrade 
products throughout our 

community.  Ever since the small market town 
of Garstang became the worldôs first Fairtrade 
town in 2000, the movement has grown to 
almost 400 villages, towns and cities.  London 
achieved Fairtrade City status just this October. 
Some of our Fairtrade neighbours include 
Stratford upon Avon, Evesham, Warwick 
University, Worcester and Birmingham. 
 
In a recent survey carried out at Alcesterôs óTea 
in the Tent 2ô event, we discovered that 3 out of 
4 respondents recognised and understood the 
meaning of the Fairtrade symbol, and at least 
half of this group are committed to regularly 
purchasing Fairtrade products. Thatôs great 
news. Those purchases make a huge impact 
on the farmers who produce the tea, coffee, 
sugar, cocoa, flowers, fruit and cotton products 
that we buy (to name just a few of the fairly 
traded items that are now available). Fairtrade 
guarantees a stable and fair price for goods, 
plus a social premium which is used to develop 
their communities by building wells, equipment, 
schools and community centres. This is critical 
for the survival of farming communities that 
often have no protection from fluctuating global 
market prices and where the commodity prices 
in real terms have been plunging. 
 
There are lots of ways in which you can get 
involved in the campaign, and we would love to 
hear from individuals who would like to find out 
how to get involved.  In particular, if you 
represent a school, local business, club or 
association, faith group, public service sector 
or work in the media you could be instrumental 
in helping us achieve Fairtrade Town status. 
Please contact Katherine Long on 01789 
762562, or email info@alcester-fairtrade-
town.org.uk 
 

 
 
 

GREEN WASTE UPDATE 

 
 

The kerbside green waste collection has now 
been suspended until April 2009. 
This has caused concern to many residents 
who say that they will have winter and spring 
prunings to dispose of during this period and 
have requested our help. Your Town Council in 
partnership with Stratford District Council has 
made arrangements to cover this. 
 
A Verdant green waste collection vehicle will 
be parked in Stratford Road next to the 
Recreation Ground on three dates for 
residents to take their green waste to for 
disposal. This will also save residents from 
taking their green waste to Stratford. 
 
Community Committee Chair Cllr Eric Payne 
says: ñWe hope that this will go some way to 
solving the problem and will see residents 
through until April, when the kerbside collection 
returns. 
 
The good news is that from next April we will 
also be able to deposit kitchen waste in the 
green bins, as arrangements are being made 
for this to be composted at the new plant at 
Ettington. 
 
The collection dates are listed below. 
 
Saturday 13 December 10am ï 12 noon 
Saturday 31 January 10am ï 12 noon 
Saturday 28 February 10am ï 12 noon 
 

Residents should be aware that any green 
waste taken to the site at any time other than 
those listed will be considered by the council as 
fly tipping and could result in a fine �± so please 
do stick to the times that have been arranged. 

mailto:info@alcester-fairtrade-town.org.uk
mailto:info@alcester-fairtrade-town.org.uk

