






 

CORONATION CELEBRATION WEEKEND 2023 
Alcester celebrated the coronation of His Majesty, King Charles III and Her 
Majesty, Queen Camilla in its usual inimitable style!  
Friday 5 May- Unveiling of two benches at Centenary Fields to commemorate 
King Charles III and the late Queen Elizabeth II 
Saturday 6 May- Ring for the King- Full peal of bells at St Nicholas Church 
Sunday 7 May- Alcester Court Leet Street Party 
Monday 8 May- Photographic exhibition and film show from 1953 to the present 
at the Eric Payne Community Centre 

 
 

 
 
STRATFORD ON AVON DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

The following were elected in May 2023 as District 
councillors representing wards:  
 
ALESTER EAST- Councillor Susan Juned (Liberal 
Democrat).  
Email:  susan.juned@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
 
ALCESTER WEST- Councillor Joseph Harmer 
(Liberal Democrat).  
Email: joe.harmer@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
 
 

 
 



 

OVERSLEY GREEN RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION  
By the time of publication, the April showers, “Going on for 
hours and hours”, will be forgotten and we will all be looking 
forward to a long, hot summer. This year, in addition to our 
ever-popular Scarecrow competition OGRA will be joining 
with Oversthree to bring you our very own Open Gardens 
event, centred on the Green, where visitors will be welcome 
to browse some of the lovely gardens created by Oversley 
residents and refresh themselves with cakes and drinks on 
the Tea Lawn. These events are run on consecutive 
weekends so please mark them in your calendar now: Open 
Gardens, Sunday 9 July from 12 to 5pm with Scarecrow 
results and a special Treasure Hunt for children, and then 
from 2pm on Sunday 16 July.  
Meanwhile, for followers of the “History of Oversley Bridge” 
project we have been making headway researching the 
history of our most famous listed monument. Data has been 
mined and an artist recruited for the wonderfully named 
“Interpretation Panel” that will stand by the bridge. Oh…. and 
how many arches does it have? It’s not easy. 

Richard Slatter, Chair, Oversley Green Residents Association  
 
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING A MEN’S SHED IN ALCESTER? 
Men’s Sheds is all about creating a community space 
for men (and women) to meet regularly for craftwork, 
company and camaraderie. The movement 
originated in Australia around the 1980s as a way to 
improve the health and wellbeing of older men.  
There are now more than 600 ‘sheds’ in the UK 
providing the opportunity to create something in the 
company of other likeminded folk. Men’s Sheds also 
get involved in community projects, such as building 
things for schools or libraries or individuals in need.  
For more information, please see 
https://menssheds.org.uk/ 
If you are interested in woodworking, metalworking, 
repairing, and restoring, electronics, model building 
and community projects, please get in touch with 
Wendy Sherwood at Alcester Town Council.  
Email: info@alcester-tc.gov.uk Tel: 01789 766084 
 

COST OF LIVING HUBS 
Alcester Town Council received funding from 
Warwickshire County Council to offer four cost-of-living 
hubs at the Eric Payne Community Centre, Alcester over 
a period of six months. The first three were very well 
attended and took place during February half term and 
twice in the Easter Holidays. The final one was held 
during May half term.  
Families were offered a hot lunch and treats, while 
bringing everyone together to share in craft activities. 
Bags of fruit and vegetables were available to take away.  
For anyone worried about the cost-of-living or in need of 
advice, a new service is operating through a freephone 
number, 0808 250 5715 from Monday – Friday 9am- 5pm 

or, out of hours on a Monday evening 5- 7pm on 0800 995 6047. (Funded by Warwickshire County Council 
and Citizens Advice). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALCESTER’S ROMAN MUSEUM 
WILL SOON BE TWENTY!  
A crucial part of the history of the Museum was the 
acquisition of Globe House by Stratford on Avon District 
Council. It had been the Magistrates Court until it closed in 
1989. The district council bought the building in 1999 and 
renovated it.  
Warwickshire County Council, Stratford on Avon District 
Council and Alcester Heritage Trust formed a partnership 
and, in August 2000, a successful bid was submitted to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. Finally, in 2004, the Roman 
Museum was able to open its doors to the first visitors.  

Volunteers have run the museum since the day it opened. Alcester Heritage Trust is run by volunteers. 
Volunteers greet visitors, give talks and help to deliver school visits. Many children have visited the 
museum with their schools and enjoyed the experience of seeing how life was lived in Roman Britain.   
Next year we will celebrate our opening. We are already planning an exciting programme of Roman-style 
activities. Keep an eye on our website (romanalcester.org) for the latest information.  
We are also planning for the next twenty years. We need new volunteers to take us forward and we need 
a wide range of skills. Why not drop into the museum and leave us your details? Our email is 
alcesterheritage@gmail.com. Join us now and help us celebrate our birthday! 

Susan Juned, Chair, Alcester Heritage Trust 



 

ALCESTER COUNTRY MARKET  
Located on the High Street, the market had a makeover during the 
Christmas shut down. The internal area was re-decorated. The outside 
area is now starting to be built up as new produce becomes available. 
There are new producers in the craft and baking area and there is a 
plentiful supply of gifts and baking to choose from. Baking products range 
from pies to biscuits, cakes as well as other items. Craft items include 
coloured glass, knitted items, cards, woodwork and original artwork.  
Open every Friday 09.00 - 13.00hrs 

1st and 3rd Saturday each Month. 10.00 - 13.00hrs 
Every Friday and Saturday in May & December 10.00 - 13.00hrs 
Also open for Alcester Street Markets and Food Festivals.       

Ian Flear, Manager 
 

 
ALCESTER & BIDFORD ROTARY 
We’ve had a busy few months, including fund raising for 
Shelterbox at Bidford Meadow on 29 April. The Rotary Shelterboat 
sailed from Stratford upon Avon to Tewkesbury via Bidford and 
Evesham- a three day voyage down the River Avon in a 
precarious homemade dinghy built around a green plastic crate 
called a shelterbox. Funds raised provided emergency shelter and 
tools to support families overwhelmed by disaster.  
We continue to support our young people with opportunities in 
Rotary youth competitions, this year with Youth Speaks – a 
Debate and Young Chef. We hope to run a Young Photographer 
competition later in the year – contact Jackie on 07775 975316 if 
you have a youngster who might be interested. 

We provided support for a fund-raising event for Small Cell Lung Cancer Research at Alcester’s Ascot in 
June, and we’re reprising our popular Pimms Stall at the Court Leet Street Market.  
Alcester Male Voice Choir are joining with Ebbw Vale for a concert on 8 July at St Nicholas Church as a 
fund raiser for our Rotary charities, so definitely one for the diary! 
We are a small and friendly group and would welcome anyone interested in joining us in helping our 
community. We have alternate morning and evening meetings at Kings Court Hotel and The Royal Oak. 
Contact Jackie for details on 07775 975316, or alcesterbidfordrotary@gmail.com 
www.alcesterbidfordrotary.co.uk           

    Kay Blake, Secretary 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
As the weather warms up, the focus has been on getting 
the parishes engaged with litter picking and improving the 
state of our roads. Residents put this as a high priority and 
I have been focused on getting signs repaired, markings 
repainted and improving safety. For example, we recently 
installed new bollards at the entrance and exit of Hopkins 
Precinct to help prevent cars parking on the pavement and 
blocking access. Unfortunately, not all schemes go to plan 
and businesses were upset with the apparent impact to 
their trade. So further reviews are taking place to help with 
the other issue, the quantity of parking spaces. Another 
major challenge is school drop off and pick up which is 

being enforced from September onwards by a new team that County are supporting. In the meantime, it 
is important parents and pupils know where it is safe to park and help to always maintain access. 
Therefore improving signage, repainting restrictions and deploying ‘police buddies’ help to raise 
awareness.  
On a side note, I wanted to have a shout out to the Alcester Community Fridge, which I supported using 
the Councillor Grant, which is providing a fantastic service to residents in helping to battle against food 
waste and food poverty. If you haven’t visited already, I would highly recommend it.      

Councillor Piers Daniell, County Councillor 
 



 

 
 



 

ALCESTER CAFÉ – 
YOUR INVITATION 
AWAITS 
CLIMATE ACTION FOR 
EVERYONE 
 
Alcester Town Council is in the 
fortunate position of being part of a 
pilot project for local engagement on 
climate change.  
In this case Café  stands for Climate 
Action for Everyone. We will be 
opening our doors for an afternoon 
event on Saturday 24 June which 
starts at 1.30 until 5pm. We would 
love you to join us for a cuppa and a 
piece of cake whilst telling us what is 
important to you when it comes to 
climate change and what we can do 
at a local level. On this occasion we 
are limiting places to a maximum of 
40- so please apply for a free place 
as soon as you can. 
Since declaring a Climate Change 
Emergency in June 2021, the Town 
Council’s Climate Change Working 
Group has had three meetings at the 
Eric Payne Community Centre where 
we discussed what can be done 
locally. Altering our behaviours even 
in small ways provides opportunities 
for us all to tackle climate change as 
well as lessen the impact of recent 
huge increases on fuel and energy 

costs. The Café event will be your opportunity to contribute towards shaping these actions. We are happy 
to be able to provide childcare cover for this event if you need it. Please apply for a free place at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/alcester-cafe-climate-action-for-everyone-tickets-633937884277  

 

 
 



 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ALCESTER 
I regret that I have not been able to find someone to take over Neighbourhood Watch, Alcester and will 
no longer be sending out the weekly incident reports and similar crime prevention messages.  I would ask 
those of you who recognise the benefits of receiving regular local information from the Police to sign up 
to the Police website www.warwickshireconnected.com where you can arrange to receive the weekly 
Alcester South Crime Report. Because of the restraints of Data Protection, I am unable to do this 
automatically on your behalf. I would also recommend that you join the national Neighbourhood Watch 
Scheme at www.ourwatch.org.uk.   
May I take this opportunity to thank the Town Council, the Police and yourselves for your support over 
many years. Regards Dorrie Manders. 

WHATSAPP ACCOUNT TAKEOVER SCAM 
Criminals are targeting WhatsApp users by posing as a friend and asking for a security code. Action Fraud 
has received over 60 reports relating to this scam. 
The scam begins when a criminal gets access to another WhatsApp account which has you listed as a 
contact. The criminal, posing as your friend or someone that’s a member of a WhatsApp group you’re in, 
will then send you seemingly normal messages to try and start a conversation with you. However, around 
the same time you will receive a text message from WhatsApp with a six-digit code. This is because the 
criminal has been trying to login to WhatsApp using your mobile number. The criminal will claim that they 
sent you their code by accident and ask you to help them by sending it to them. Once the criminal has 
this code, they can login to your WhatsApp account and lock you out. 
The criminal will then use the same tactic with your WhatsApp contacts in an effort to steal more accounts 
and use them to perpetrate fraud. 
• Set up two-step verification to give an extra layer of protection to your account: Tap Settings 

> Account >Two-step verification > Enable 
• THINK. CALL. If a family member or friend makes an unusual request on WhatsApp, always 

call the person to confirm their identity 
• Never share your account’s activation code (that’s the 6 digit code you receive via SMS 
• You can report spam messages or block a sender within WhatsApp. Press and hold on the 

message bubble, select ‘Report’ and then follow the instructions 
If you have been a victim of fraud or cyber crime, report it to Action Fraud or 0300 123 2040 

COMMUNICATING WITH THE POLICE:  
Emergencies and to report a crime in progress dial 999 
Police Non Emergency number 101: To be used to report crime and other concerns 
that do not require an emergency response. Calls cost 15p per call (landlines and 
mobiles). 
Online reporting services: https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/ro/report 
Alcester South Safer Neighbourhood Team dial 101 or 01789 444815/ 444816  

Please feel free to contact the team using the team email: Alcestersouth.SNT@warwickshire.police.uk   
SGT 1685 David Ebbs          
PC 1672 Beat Manager Rob Davies  
PCSO 6111 Gary Johnson- Jones 
PCSO 8195 Aadila Hussain  
Twitter @AlcesterCops     Facebook Alcester Police    Instagram southwarwickshiresnts 
Call Crimestoppers anonymously with information about crime on 0800 555 111. Crimestoppers is a 
charity who will pass on information to police without revealing any details of the caller 
Contact Warwick Trading Standards on 01926 414040 to report a rogue trader. For general advice on 
scams and rogue traders contact 0845 4040 506. 
Action Fraud  Report a Fraud or Cyber Crime to 0300 123 2040  
 

Alcester is a relatively crime free area. We work together to keep it that way 



 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Full Council and Finance & General Purposes Committee meetings are held in person at Globe House. 
Planning Committee meetings are generally held online via Zoom or by email. 
Agendas are published on town noticeboards and online at www.alcester-tc.gov.uk three days before each 
meeting. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings and are given time at the start of the 
meetings to speak. Draft and approved Minutes from meetings can also be found on the Town Council 
website. 
Social media is another source of information regarding council matters- we are on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/alcester.towncouncil Twitter: www.twitter.com/AlcesterTown and Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/alcestertowncouncil/ 
 

Town Councillor’s Contact Details 

Alcester East Ward 
 

Alcester West Ward  

 Mark Cargill 
 07988 485050 
 mcargill.atc@gmail.com 
 

 Vaughan Blake 
 (Mayor)  
 01789 764128 
 vblake.atc@gmail.com 

 Gill Forman  
 01789 763828 
 gforman.atc@gmail.com  
 

 Mike Bowe 
 (Deputy Mayor) 
 07775 500993 
 mbowe.atc@gmail.com 

 Kathrin Foster 
 07875 609324 
 kfoster.atc@gmail.com 
 

 Kathryn Cargill 
 07745 608567 
 kcargill.atc@gmail.com 

 Keith Greenaway 
 01789 766818 
 keithgreenawayatc1@gmail.com 
 

 Corin Elliott  
 07970 926130 
 celliott.atc@gmail.com 

Alison Leask 
aleask.atc@gmail.com 

 Andrew Foster 
 01789 766708 
 afoster.atc@gmail.com 

 Emma Randle 
 randle.atc@gmail.com 

 David Henderson 
 01789 765271 
 dhenderson.atc@gmail.com 

 Erick Wilson 
 01789 764366 
 ewilson2.atc@gmail.com 
 

 Wendy Mills 
 07842 596542 
 wmills.atc@gmail.com 

  Clive Neal-Sturgess 
 01789 764416 
 csturgess.atc@gmail.com 
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  Gavin Smithers 
 07955 687341 
 gsmithers.atc@gmail.com 
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