





RUN ALCESTER

Set up in 2016, Run Alcester is a friendly,
welcoming and inclusive community
running group.
The club offers sessions, training and
coaching for runners of all abilities - even
those who have never run before. Runs
are supported by trained Leaders in
Running Fitness (known as LIRFs) and
their aim is to make everyone feel at ease,
safe, motivated and challenged.
Everyone has access to advice and
support to help them get to their chosen
distance be that round the block, 5K, 10K,
Half Marathon, Marathon, Ultra... or
further!

The health and well-being of all members is incredibly important to Run Alcester. In addition to running,

we gather to walk, kayak, paddle board, cycle and much more. We have been known to support our local

public houses too! Regardless of ability or running history, Run Alcester is here to help with everyone's

running journey.

For more information, visit the website: www.runalcester.co.uk or find us on Facebook.

We look forward to seeing some new (and old) faces.

CORONATION PLAY AREA BLEACHFIELD STREET

Alcester Town Council is pleased to announce that the new play equipment purchased to mark the
coronation of King Charles Il is now open.

The much-needed renovation of the Bleachfield Street play area would not have been possible without
generous donations from two of Alcester’s charities — Alcester Food Festival and Church Street Properties
Trust. Many thanks go to them for providing some of the funding for the project.

Ruth Ashfield
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€3 Time to celebrate! 3

After a tough year for us all,
The Greig Hall is anxious to please

€8 and provide you with opportunities for special treats &3
Amongst the events on offer are:

Porky’s Christmas Disco
Saturday 16" December 8pm until late

€8 Another opportunity to dance the night away to great music and with a DJ pleased to &8
receive your requests. Get on the dancefloor for just £8 per ticket.

New Years Eve 2023 (SOLD OUT)
Sunday 31t December 8pm until the early hours of 2024

€8 Voyager will play music from the 60s to the 90s, and also The Reggae Busters Tribute §8
Join the fun for just £12 per ticket.

Treasure Island

Sunday 14" January 2024 2.30pm

§8 Another great family panto from Caramba with plenty of fun and laughs. Panto is a &8
magical time for children of all ages. Tickets £5 adults, £3.50 under 16s, under 3s FREE

Use the QR code below to view the full programme at the Hall & to book

tickets online (via www.greighall.org.uk) or visit the PSW shop (on Bull’s

Head Yard) where you can buy tickets with cash. Also see the website to
book a space for your own event.




Alcester Window Wanderland
20th — 28th January 2024

windowwanderland.com/event/alcester-2024
Scan the QR Code or call 01789 766084 to assist
you in getting your window on the map.

CALLING NEW AND EXPERIENCED WINDOW MAKERS...

We are excited about this year’s event and hope that we will have in excess of last year's 40 window
makers. We have a new Award for 2024 to reflect the urgent need to act on the climate emergency crisis
the world is facing. Here is the list of the 2024 Awards up for grabs:

e The Creative Award

e The Community Window Award

e Save the Planet Award

e The Positive Message Award

To put your window display on the map (which will be published again in January 2024) you can scan the
QR code or visit the website via the link: https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/alcester-2024
Alternatively, you can phone the Town Council office on 01789 766084

Let’s make 2024 Window Wanderland another wonderful experience for residents and visitors @
ClIr Kathrin Foster




&eeYOur , ALCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY
§<AMTC >% HITTING NEW HEIGHTS!

ueic%\\' Fresh from our critically acclaimed production of “Legally Blonde” at the Palace Theatre,

) Redditch in October, Alcester Musical Theatre Company (that’s us, known as AMTC) are
straight back into rehearsals for our Spring Concert being held in March 2024 “The Magic of Music” (see
the poster for details). There will be a heady mixture of music from different musical shows - both modern
and traditional, popular songs from ABBA to Adele; featuring soloists, groups and the whole company. In
the mix will also be some short comedy sketches enabling the company to fully demonstrate not only our
musical abilities but also our acting skills too.

We are delighted once again to be performing at our spiritual home - The Greig Hall in Alcester. Tickets
are £10.00 for adults and only £5.00 for children aged 16 years and under. So why not book your tickets
now and have something to really look forward to during the dull days of winter?

Rehearsals take place every Thursday at the Baptist Church Hall in Alcester, opposite the Town Hall. We
start at 7.30pm and any budding adults who would like “to have a go” are welcome to join us. We are a
friendly group representing all ages and experiences and recent new members have been able to acquire,
upon audition, lead parts in our shows as well as joining the main company as a singer and sometimes a
dancer too.

Our next major production at the

G RIECUERCC I EIEE ALCESTER MUSICAL THEATRE COMPANY

Adams Family” and rehearsals
and auditions will be held in PRESENTS
March/April for our production
which will be in October. If you
think this could be for you, why not
come to rehearsals or better still,
book your tickets for the Spring
Show at the Greig Hall and see
who and what we are. You can
bring the whole family as we will
be holding a Matinee performance
on the Sunday afternoon. Come
along enjoy and say “Hello !I”

Tickets are available from Mrs
Cynthia Hill 01789 763446 or JAG
Hair Studios, 37 High Street (card
sales only) or scan the QR code

on the poster. 15th & 16th March 2024 - 7.30pm
17th March 2024 - 2.30pm
The Greig Hall, Alcester

Adult £10 Child £5
Tel: Mrs C Hill 01789 763446
In Person: JAG Hair Studios,
37 High Street, Alcester (Card only)
Or Scan the QR Code

‘
ANEW MUSICAL

COMEDY




Will you be alone this
Christmas Day? .
New to the area and want to
meet new friends?
If 0, join us for the

Alcester Community, "
Chnstmas Day Dumer

A"#.étn '

';%,&nc Payne Community Centre
off St Faith’s Road
Alcester
B49 6AG

W'E NEED VOLUNTEERS!

Can you spare an hour or two on
Christmas Day, or a few hours prior to
the big day? Call or email: 07414
851644 alcester-ccd@hotmaﬂ.com

IS EXPANDING! Since moving to The Greig Hall in June this year, Alcester
u q A u3a has gained 35 new members and there’s room for more retired or semi-
cester retired people to join us! So, if you fit into this category and would like to
join our very friendly and welcoming group, why not make it your New Year’s resolution? Our monthly
meeting, featuring a guest speaker, is held at the Greig on the first Tuesday of each month (except
January, when it will be 9 Jan) at 2.30 pm. We also have 25+ Interest Groups to cover all tastes, social
events such as theatre trips and an annual holiday, not forgetting of course the most important aspect for
our age group, ie the chance to combat loneliness by getting out of the house, socialising with like minded
people and making new friends! For more information, come along to our next monthly meeting, look on
our website (https://u3asites.org.uk/alcester) or contact me by phone (01527 453628) or email
(membership.u3aalcester@gmail.com). | look forward to welcoming you!!!

Lyn Pickering, Membership Secretary, Alcester u3a




0%, NEW DISABLED ART SCHEME

& ' An innovative pilot scheme to improve the experience of disabled people going to
< ~ theatres, concerts and festivals was unveiled by the Arts Council England in November.
& Q It includes the right to a free companion ticket for anyone who needs support from
/Z/GLP\$ another person to attend an event. There has been concern over a lack of consistency
in pricing such tickets. The scheme will be up and running next year.
Participation is not mandatory, but creative and cultural organisations that want to take part can visit a
pilot website (https://allin.online/) to register their interest.

All In is a partnership between Arts Council England, Arts Council of Wales, Arts Council of Northern
Ireland and Creative Scotland and will apply to museums, galleries, theatres, libraries, performing arts
venues and festivals.

It follows the success of Hynt, Wales's access scheme for theatres and arts centres. A new report, funded
by Arts Council England, found that Hynt has led to a decade of increased accessibility for cultural events
in Wales.

WARM WELCOME HUBS IN ALCESTER

Warm hubs are where people can drop in, get warm, have a hot drink and be

in the company of other people. Alcester is taking part in this initiative, and

we currently have the following Warm Welcome Hubs on offer.

Mondays - Coffee morning Alcester Library at 10am on the third Monday of

every month.

Tuesdays - 10am- 2pm at Alcester Methodist Church, includes cakes and
e biscuits and soup for lunch and at Orangemabel (Chatty Café scheme) 9am-

12pm which includes a hot drink.

Wednesdays - 9.30am- 11.30am at Alcester Baptist Church and at Church House, Butter Street from

11am- 4pm.

Friday- 1:30pm at the Library, Crafternoon Tea with free hot drinks and biscuits.

Find out more about this initiative from Warm Hubs Network - WRCC (wrccrural.org.uk)

Struggling with your finances? Try www.costoflivingwarwickshire.co.uk

SHOP LOCAL THIS CHRISTMAS

A Christmas campaign encouraging Warwickshire’s independent town
businesses to shout about why shoppers should buy from them this year is
making a comeback.

L @ @ r\jA\‘ L The Warwickshire Christmas campaign, organised by Warwickshire County

Council, is returning this year to highlight the quality businesses in the county’s

W towns and villages and to encourage customers to shop locally for their gifts this
year.

In the lead up to Christmas, the campaign will show off businesses and their gift
ideas all over the county and showcase individual towns and villages where residents and visitors can
shop.

Buying local not only supports local businesses — for you it often means getting that extra level of customer
service and satisfaction which is difficult to replicate with large multinationals. Help your High Street!

Get involved with the campaign by using the hashtag #WarwickshireChristmas, and praising your favourite
shops!

To follow the campaign, visit @WarksTN on Instagram or like Warwickshire Towns Network on Facebook.

WALKING FOOTBALL...Male and female players WANTED in

Alcester! Sessions at the Greig Leisure Centre at 11.00am
on Wednesdays. For more details call Tom at the Greig

Leisure Centre on 01789 400073 or Alan on 07753 209268.
ALCESTER WI [hBWI

We've moved! We are now meeting in The Lounge at The
Greig Hall monthly on the second Thursday at 7.30 pm. Do
come and join us.

INSPIRING WOMEN




OVERSLEY GREEN
RESIDENTS
ASSOCIATON
(OGRA)

The end of another calendar year
and the beginning of a new year
for OGRA. The AGM in September
was again well attended and is
becoming an innovative source of
new ideas. One of these from last
year that we are still pursuing, is
the “Interpretation Panel” for
Oversley Bridge, celebrating our
historic listed building.
: Courtesy of Alcester Town
. _ Council, we now have a much
appreciated grant to add to our own fundraising and research has now led us back to around 1447. Anyone
with records before that please get in touch.
Other events this year included Open Gardens and the now traditional Scarecrow Competition. OGRA is
lucky in the support that it receives from the residents in Oversley Green and to them and the Committee
many thanks for your creativity and resilience.
Again, on the bridge theme | last asked how many arches? Now difficult to see, but it is seven although
not all carry water. Six are visible in this photo, taken in the early part of the last century.

| wonder where the boy sitting on the parapet is now?
Richard Slatter Chair, Oversley Green Residents Association

YOUNG ENTERPRISE AT
ALCESTER ACADEMY

The Mayor, Councillor Vaughan Blake, and
his Consort, Mrs Kay Blake, had an
interesting visit to Alcester Academy in
November where they met Year 10 students
participating in the Young Enterprise
scheme. Students enjoyed sharing and
discussing their ideas.

Young Enterprise is a national charity which
aims to motivate young people to succeed in
the changing world of work by equipping
them with the work skills, knowledge and
confidence they need.

The scheme empowers young people to
discover, develop and celebrate their sKkills
and potential. Young Enterprise believes
that the best way to learn essential life skills such as money management and entrepreneurship is by
putting them into practice.

ALLOTMENTS

Ever wanted to grow your own food?
¢ Combining sustainable living and great exercise!
Community and camaraderie!

Allotments now available at Bleachfield Street
North and South sites. Hurry!

Contact Tim at the office on 01789 766084 or
email; office@alcester-tc.gov.uk




REMEMBRANCE 2023

Another great turn out by Alcester on a rather dreary rainy grey

Remembrance Sunday, 12 November to remember all those who

had lost their lives in conflict.

The Parade started at Bleachfield Street car park then marched up

the High Street to Church Green. The parade was very well

supported this year - led by Alcester Royal British Legion

accompanied by Alcester Victoria Silver Band, followed by serving

ROYAL BRITISH LECION members of HM forces and veterans, representatives of the Lord

Lieutenant and High Sheriff, Alcester Army Cadet Force, Alcester
Town Council, other Council representatives, Emergency Services,
Alcester Court Leet, Alcester Churches Together, town

organisations, youth organisations, schools and junior sports clubs.

A short outdoor service was led by Reverend Katie Cross on Church Green where wreaths were laid,

standards presented and lives remembered (see photos below).

The Remembrance Sunday parade was organised by Alcester Town Council in partnership with Alcester

Royal British Legion and St Nicholas Church.

A short outdoor service on Church Green was also held on Armistice Day, Saturday 11 November.

Al T L
TN fi,‘",“;

AR 5
flj_\lw'.' -’—71“,@5‘]';. ,ﬁh &




TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

Full Council and Finance & General Purposes Committee meetings are held in person at Globe House.
Planning Committee meetings are generally held online via Zoom or by email.

Agendas are published on town noticeboards and online at www.alcester-tc.gov.uk three days before each
meeting.

Members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings and are given time at the start of the
meetings to speak. Draft and approved Minutes from meetings can also be found on the Town Council
website.

Social media is another source of information regarding council matters- we are on Facebook
www.facebook.com/alcester.towncouncil Twitter: www.twitter.com/AlcesterTown and Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/alcestertowncouncil/

Town Councillors Contact Details

Alcester East Ward

Alcester West Ward

Mark Cargill
07988 485050

mecarqill.atc@gmail.com

Vaughan Blake
(Mayor)

01789 764128
vblake.atc@gmail.com

Gill Forman
01789 763828
gforman.atc@gmail.com

Mike Bowe

(Deputy Mayor)

07775 500993
mbowe.atc@gmail.com

Kathrin Foster
07875 609324
kfoster.atc@gmail.com

Kathryn Cargill
07745 608567
kcargill.atc@gmail.com

Keith Greenaway
01789 766818
keithgreenawayatc1@gmail.com

Corin Elliott
07970 926130
celliott.atc@gmail.com

Alison Leask
aleask.atc@gmail.com

Andrew Foster
01789 766708
afoster.atc@agmail.com

Emma Randle
randle.atc@gmail.com

g y

Erick Wilson
01789 764366
ewilson2.atc@gmail.com

David Henderson
01789 765271
dhenderson.atc@gmail.com

Wendy Mills
07842 596542

wmills.atc@gmail.com

Clive Neal-Sturgess
01789 764416
csturgess.atc@gmail.com

Delivered by (@Jlook local)

and printed by

on behalf of Alcester Town Council

Gavin Smithers
07955 687341
gsmithers.atc@gmail.com




