
Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan Review 

Pre-Submission Consultation   15 December 2025 - 30 January 2026 

Introduction 

The Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan was adopted in July 2021. It is subject to a review every 5 
years. The Plan contains planning policies which are important to the local community and which the 
planning authority take into account when deciding on planning applications.  

The decision to undertake a review of the Plan was publicised in September 2023. In January 2024 a 
Steering Committee was formed comprising residents, business and community organisation 
representatives, and Town Councillors. That Committee has reviewed the exiting Plan and proposed 
changes. Some of these changes update the Plan to align with updates to higher level plans and 
references to other documents.  There are also some changes to existing policies. The version of the 
Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan showing all the highlighted changes, and a clean version can 
be found on the Town Council website https://www.alcester-tc.gov.uk/council-
meetings/committees/planning-committee/alcester-neighbourhood-development-plan-review/ 

A reference copy of the Plan is also available in Alcester Library. 

Have your say!  

We now wish to consult residents on the policy changes which are summarised below.  We seek your 
feedback. Please complete the form below and return it by email to administration@alcester-tc.gov.uk or 
to Alcester Town Council, Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 5DZ. The deadline is 30 January 2026. 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO POLICIES 

HOUSING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

Policy HBE 1 – Residential development within the Built Up Area Boundary - AMENDED 

A Housing Survey indicated that affordable housing is in short supply so it is proposed to add to this 
policy a statement that the use of small sites to address this shortfall would be encouraged. 

Policy HBE 5 - Specialist accommodation - DELETED 

It is proposed to delete this policy. Since the existing Plan was made some specialist accommodation has 
been built. Deleting the policy does not mean that applications for new specialist accommodation will 
not be supported but each application would be considered on its merits and against compliance with 
other plan policies. 

Policy HBE 6 - Healthy living - DELETED 

It is proposed to delete this policy which aims to ensure all developments protect occupants’ health. 
These requirements are now covered by other planning provisions and building regulations. 

Policy HBE7 - Electric car charging points - DELETED 

This policy requires all new houses to have charging points. It is proposed to delete this policy which has 
been superseded by higher level policies which require charging points. 

Policy HBE 9 - Public realm - AMENDED 

This policy seeks to make public areas more attractive. A new proposed requirement is that all 
development proposals will be expected to demonstrate how design has been influenced by the need to 
plan positively to minimise crime. Developers should achieve Secured By Design silver level certification.  

https://www.alcester-tc.gov.uk/council-meetings/committees/planning-committee/alcester-neighbourhood-development-plan-review/
https://www.alcester-tc.gov.uk/council-meetings/committees/planning-committee/alcester-neighbourhood-development-plan-review/
mailto:administration@alcester-tc.gov.uk


Another proposed change to this policy adds that public realm includes street furniture such as litter and 
dog bins, benches and noticeboards. Recent experience of new build developments has shown the need 
for this change. 

ECONOMY 

Policy EC 1 - Development with the Town Centre - AMENDED 

This policy supports development which enhances and supports the vitality of the Town Centre. An 
addition to the policy is proposed to state a preference for reusing existing commercial premises. This is 
to retain a compact, sustainable and attractive Town Centre. 

It is often difficult to find a parking space in the Town Centre so it is also proposed to support additional 
parking provision and improved signage. 

Policy EC 3 - Supporting business start-up – PART DELETED 

It is proposed to delete the part of the policy which refers to supporting residential developments which 
include specific home office space. This is no longer required; working from home is now more common-
place and residents use suitable space if they have no home office.  

 Policy EC 4 – Employment land changes of use and mixed use development - AMENDED 

This policy supports changes in employment use to provide a mix of employment and residential.  The 
proposal is to add that such support will be provided only if the residential part is secondary. This is to 
ensure that employment stays the major use of the site. 

Policy EC 5 – Support for commercial development -AMENDED 

This policy supports commercial development that demonstrates direct benefits to the area and promote 
the use of local workforce and products. The policy states that adequate parking should be provided. To 
reduce car journeys it is proposed to add to this policy that retail development outside the Town Centre 
should be accessible by footpaths, cycle ways and public transport. 

Policy EC 6 – Education and childcare provision - AMENDED 

This policy supports development proposals for new or extensions to education and childcare facilities. 
To reduce car journeys and parking issues it is proposed to add to this policy that such developments 
should be accessible by appropriate public transport. 

Policy EC 7 – Further and adult education and training - AMENDED 

This policy supports the development of further and adult education facilities and requires them to be 
accessible by footpath and cycle ways. To reduce car journeys and parking issues it is proposed to add 
that new facilities should be accessible by public transport. 

TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Policy TI 1 – New development and connectivity - AMENDED 

This policy requires residential developments of ten or more units to provide connectivity to existing 
public networks. It is proposed to extend the policy to commercial development. 

Policy TI2 – Telecommunication - AMENDED 

This policy supports new and enhanced telecommunications development subject to certain factors. It is 
proposed is to add that there is a preference for underground cabling, which is less obtrusive and does 
not require poles, rather than overhead cabling.  



 Policy TI3 – High speed broadband - DELETE 

This policy requires all new development to include high speed broadband. It is proposed that this is 
deleted because Alcester now has superfast broadband. 

COMMUNITY, LEISURE AND WELL-BEING 

Policy CLW 1 – Community and leisure facilities development - AMENDED 

This policy supports development proposals which improve existing community or leisure facilities. A list 
of the existing facilities in the neighbourhood area has been added for clarification.  It includes sporting 
facilities, play areas, and community buildings. 

Policy CLW2 – Enhancing access to and utilisation of open green spaces - AMENDED 

It is proposed to add that access consideration should be given to cyclists – currently it only mentions 
wheelchair user and pedestrians.  

Since the existing plan was made access to Oversley Wood has been limited by the Forestry Commission, 
so it is added as a space that access to would be supported. 

Policy CLW 3 - Health provision - AMENDED 

This policy supports any development that creates or enhances facilities for mental or physical health 
provision.  It is proposed to add that any such development must be in an accessible location. 

Policy CLW 4 – Allotments and growing spaces – AMENDED 

Part of this policy states that any development that would result in the loss of an existing allotment space 
would not be supported. It is proposed to delete this because under Policy NE3, below, existing 
allotments have been added as Local Green Spaces which will give them greater protection.  The second 
part of the policy supporting new allotments will be retained.  

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Policy NE 2 – Biodiversity - AMENDED 

This policy supports developments that minimise impact on biodiversity and provide net gains, but the 
policy does not set a minimum. It is proposed to add that development, unless exempt, will not be 
supported unless it provides at least 10% net gain and above that level will be encouraged where 
possible. 

Policy NE 3 – Local Green Spaces - AMENDED 

It is proposed that the following additional sites, which are well used by residents, are made Local Green 
Spaces. This gives them greater protection from future development: 

LGS 12 Land adjoining Old Stratford Rd  LGS 16 Bleachfield St allotments South 
LGS 13 Alcester Park Green Space LGS 17 School Road allotments 
LGS 14 The Bowling Green LGS 18 Allimore Lane allotments 
LGS 15 Bleachfield St allotments North LGS 19 Alcester Park allotments 

 

  



ALCESTER NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW - CONSULATION FORM  

Please complete this to let us know what you think about the proposed policy changes. 

If you agree with all the changes please tick here:                                 

If you wish to feedback on each policy separately, please tick the appropriate Agree or Disagree 

HOUSING AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

  Agree Disagree 
HBE 1 Residential development in the Built Up Area Boundary   
HBE 5 Specialist accommodation   
HBE 6 Healthy living   
HBE 7 Electric car charging points   
HBE 9 Public Realm   

 

ECONOMY 

  Agree Disagree 
EC 1 Development of the Town Centre   
EC 3 Supporting business Start-up   
EC 4  Employment land change of use   
EC 5 Support for commercial development   
EC 6 Education and childcare provision   
EC 7 Further and adult education & training   

 

TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

  Agree Disagree 
TI 1 New development and connectivity   
TI 2 Telecommunication   
TI 3 High speed broadband   

 

COMMUNITY LEISURE AND WELL-BEING 

  Agree Disagree 
CLW 1 Community and leisure facilities development   
CLW 2 Enhancing access to public open green space   
CLW 3 Health provision   
CLW 4  Allotments and growing spaces   

 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

  Agree Disagree 
NE 2 Biodiversity   
NE 3 Local Green Spaces   

 

Please explain here why you disagree with any proposed changes. Please continue on another sheet if 
necessary. 
 
 
 

Please return this form to Alcester Town Council, Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 
5DZ   by 30 January 2026 or email: administration@alcester-tc.gov.uk 


