
 

 
 
 

Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Local Green Space Site Assessment – November 2025 

 
Site Address Site Area Site Ref 

Land adjacent to Old Stratford Road Approx. 0.61 ha LGS 12 

Plan 
 

 

 

 
Site Description and Current Land Use 

The site consists of a picturesque green riverside walk starting at Old Stratford Road 
Oversley Green and following the River Arrow to Oversley bridge. This walkway forms part 
of the Alcester Heritage Trail. 

The walkway comprises an avenue of mature trees including Horse chestnut, willow and 
cherry. 

A dwarf post and rail fence lines the perimeter where it abuts a tarmac path that runs 
parallel to the Old Stratford Road which links Oversley Green to the Stratford Road leading 
to Alcester town centre. 

A sports pitch sits southwest of the walkway providing open scenic view towards Primrose 
Hill. 



 

On the opposite riverbank to the walkway is a small island. The island has the river Arrow at 
its western flank and the river Alne at its eastern flank. 

Within the island area osier willow are grown and coppiced. 

The island area regularly floods which provide the perfect damp conditions for the osier 
beds to flourish. 

 
Relevant Planning History 

  No relevant planning history found. 

Site Ownership 
The site is owned by Warwickshire County Council.  The osier beds and land on the far side 
of the river are owned by the Guillaume Family Trust. 

 
Site Constraints 
The site sits within designated Green Belt (SDC Core Strategy Policy CS.10) and Special 
Landscape Area (SDC Core Strategy Policy CS.12). 
 
The site is situated in Zone A06 of the B2 Alcester Landscape Sensitivity Study 2011 and is 
identified as having high sensitivity to both residential and commercial development. 
 
Oversley Bridge is Grade II listed. 
 
 
Public Access 

The walkway is accessible from the public footpath along the Old Stratford Road. 

The osier bed is accessed by private gateway located on the main Stratford Road.  The 
value of the land lies with its intervisibility from the open space on the other bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Site Photos 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Ecological Significance 

The riverside edge of the walkway is lined with a thicket of shrubs, and the walkway path 
is an avenue of mature trees such as horse chestnut, willow and cherry.   

The osier bed provides early pollen and nectar for bees and insects which play an 
important role in the pollination of plants and crops in the surrounding area. These are 
vital for the wider food web and species diversity within the area’s ecosystem.  

The mix of habitats is important for birds and mammals as they provide food, shelter and 
nesting sites. There have been sitings of kingfisher alongside the riverbank at this location. 

 
Special Qualities and Local Significance 
The site is locally significant as the walkway forms part of the Alcester Heritage Trail. This 
is highly valued by the local community, visitors and walkers.  It also echoes the open 
recreational spaces that border the River Arrow to the north of the town. 
 
The walkway also provides a tranquil green corridor that links Oversley Green to Alcester. 
 
The special quality of the site includes its contribution to local character. The osier bed is 
situated in an important ecological corridor of the rivers Arrow and Alne. 
 
The site is also distinctive due to its natural beauty, with views of the rivers Arrow and 
Alne and the Grade II listed Oversley Bridge. 
 
 
Summary and Suitability for Designation as Local Green Space 
The site is well related to and used by the local community and makes an important 
contribution to the health and well-being of local residents. 

The LGS as outlined on the above plan is considered to be suitable for Local Green Space 
designation in accordance with paragraphs 106-108 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework in that it is: 

• in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 
• demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance 

because of its recreational value, tranquility and richness of its habitats and 
wildlife potential alongside the River Arrow; and 

• local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. 
 


