Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan
Local Green Space Site Assessment — November 2025

Site Address Site Area Site Ref
The Bowling Green, Meeting Lane Approx. 0.19 ha LGS 14
Plan

Site Description and Current Land Use

This well used and maintained bowling green and pavilion is situated at the end of Meeting
Lane surrounded by residential dwellings and is within the Built-Up Area of the town and
Alcester Conservation Area.

The green is one of the most southerly Crown Green bowling greens in the UK.

The site nestles in a peaceful secluded location within the town. The site is bounded by
brick walls at its western boundary and with the remaining perimeter bounded by well-
maintained fencing and hedgerows.

This provides perfect conditions for players and also privacy for adjacent residents.

The bowling green forms the setting of the Grade Il listed buildings that line Meeting Lane.




Relevant Planning History

No relevant planning history found.

Site Ownership

The green and pavilion are owned by the Alcester Unionist Club and leased to Alcester
Bowling Club.

The Alcester Bowling Club maintain the green and surrounding landscaped areas and the
Alcester Unionist Club maintain the pavilion together with outbuildings, accessways,
boundary walls and hedgerows.

Site Constraints

The site and pavilion sit within the Built-up Area boundary and Alcester Conservation
Area.

Public Access

The site is accessible to bowling club members by Meeting Lane.

Disabled access is via a gateway and ramp located at the northern boundary on Tibbets
Lane.

Site Photos







Ecological Significance

With the exception of the mature trees and shrubs that frame the site, the bowling itself
has low ecological value.

The mixed species trees and shrubs are important for a number of birds and mammals as
they provide food, shelter and nesting sites. The trees and shrubs increase the diversity of
insect species which are a food source for the birds and small mammals. The trees provide
nesting sites for birds and small mammals such as squirrels.

The site contributes to the towns wider ecological system.

Special Qualities and Local Significance

The bowling green is the only green in the town. There is evidence that bowls has been
played on the site since 1605.

The special quality of the site includes its recreational and social value.

Membership is open to all. The current membership stands at 54 ranging from age groups
under 10’s up to over 90 years of age.

In addition to its participation in several playing leagues, the bowls club hosts social
events with local organisations such as the Girl Guides, Alcester Court Leet, Alcester
Unionist Club and the Great Alne Retirement Village and the Fun Day during the annual
Alcester Street Market.

The site is demonstrably special and locally significant as it is actively used and valued by
the local community as a social area which helps with the well-being and health of
residents and due to its natural beauty.

Summary and Suitability for Designation as Local Green Space

The site is well related to and used by the local community and makes an important
contribution to the health and well-being of local residents.

The LGS as outlined on the above plan is considered to be suitable for Local Green Space
designation in accordance with paragraphs 106-108 of the National Planning Policy
Framework in that it is:

* inimmediate proximity to the community it serves;

» demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local significance
because of its history of use, its current recreational value (including as a playing
field), tranquility and its open character within the built up area; and

» local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.




