ALCESTER DAY CARHE MAYOR’S NOMINATED CHARIT Y2025

So far this year, fundraising for a new day care centre for people

with dementia and their carers has reached more than £4,000 in a

little over two months from coffee mornings alone.

Councillor David Henderson’s call for 100 ‘coffee and cake

mornings’ during his year as the Mayor of Alcester, has been taken

up with enthusiasm. Ten events have already been held at

locations including Great Alne Park, Jubilee Court and Alcester

Academy with more to follow.

The Mayor commented, “The response from the Alcester

community has been fantastic, and we're confident we’ll raise even

more.”

Plans for the new Day Care Centre involve refurbishing and

extending Orchard House near the Greig Leisure Centre on Kinwarton Road, at an estimated cost of
£800,000. It will offer customised facilities to help those with dementia and their loved ones. Currently, the
day centre operates three days a week at the Baptist Church in Henley Street. People with dementia are
looked after by staff, while carers take a well-deserved break.

Councillor Henderson jointly hosted a Cocktail Masterclass in November with the Earl of Yarmouth and St
Maur. The fundraising campaign has future plans for a quiz night and a Burns Night supper in January. And
next year’s mayor, Councillor Gill Forman, has promised to carry on the campaign as her designated
Mayor’s Charity when she takes on the office of Mayor in 2026.

If you wish to get involved in the campaign, contact and register on 01789 765971 and leave your hame,
telephone number and email together with the planned location and date.

Details are on info@alcesterdaycare.org or follow on Facebook.

Donations are always welcome.




Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan Review

Pre-Submission Consultation: 15 December 2025 - 30 January 2026

Introduction

The Alcester Neighbourhood Development Plan was adopted in July 2021. It is subject to a
review every 5 years. The Plan contains planning policies which are important to the local
community and which the planning authority take into account when deciding on planning
applications.

The decision to undertake a review of the Plan was publicised in
September 2023. In January 2024 a Steering Committee was
formed comprising residents, business and community
organisation representatives, and Town Councillors. That
Committee has reviewed the exiting Plan and proposed changes.
Some of these changes update the Plan to align with updates to
higher level plans and references to other documents. There are
also some changes to existing policies. The version of the Alcester
Neighbourhood Development Plan showing all the highlighted
changes, and a clean version can be found on the relevant Town
Council website page using the QR code here: —

A reference copy of the Plan is also available in Alcester Library.

Have your say!

We now wish to consult residents on the policy changes which are summarised below. We seek
your feedback. Please complete the form below and return it to Alcester Town Council, Globe

House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 5DZ or alternatively, use the QR code above to access the
consultation documents. The deadline is 30 January 2026.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO POLICIES

HOUSING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Policy HBE 1 — Residential development within the Built Up Area Boundary —- AMENDED
A Housing Survey indicated that affordable housing is in short supply so it is proposed to add to
this policy a statement that the use of small sites to address this shortfall would be encouraged.

Policy HBE 5 - Specialist accommodation - DELETED

It is proposed to delete this policy. Since the existing Plan was made some specialist
accommodation has been built. Deleting the policy does not mean that applications for new
specialist accommodation will not be supported but each application would be considered on its
merits and against compliance with other plan policies.

Policy HBE 6 - Healthy living — DELETED

It is proposed to delete this policy which aims to ensure all developments protect occupants’
health. These requirements are now covered by other planning provisions and building
regulations.




Policy HBE7 - Electric car charging points — DELETED
This policy requires all new houses to have charging points. It is proposed to delete this policy
which has been superseded by higher level policies which require charging points.

Policy HBE 9 - Public realm — AMENDED

This policy seeks to make public areas more attractive. A new proposed requirement is that all
development proposals will be expected to demonstrate how design has been influenced by the
need to plan positively to minimise crime. Developers should achieve Secured By Design silver
level certification.

Another proposed change to this policy adds that public realm includes street furniture such as
litter and dog bins, benches and noticeboards. Recent experience of new build developments
has shown the need for this change.

ECONOMY

Policy EC 1 - Development with the Town Centre - AMENDED

This policy supports development which enhances and supports the vitality of the Town Centre.
An addition to the policy is proposed to state a preference for reusing existing commercial
premises. This is to retain a compact, sustainable and attractive Town Centre.

It is often difficult to find a parking space in the Town Centre so it is also proposed to support
additional parking provision and improved signage.

Policy EC 3 - Supporting business start-up — PART DELETED

It is proposed to delete the part of the policy which refers to supporting residential developments
which include specific home office space. This is no longer required; working from home is now
more common-place and residents use suitable space if they have no home office.

Policy EC 4 — Employment land changes of use and mixed use development — AMENDED
This policy supports changes in employment use to provide a mix of employment and residential.
The proposal is to add that such support will be provided only if the residential part is secondary.
This is to ensure that employment stays the major use of the site.

Policy EC 5 — Support for commercial development -AMENDED

This policy supports commercial development that demonstrates direct benefits to the area and
promote the use of local workforce and products. The policy states that adequate parking should
be provided. To reduce car journeys it is proposed to add to this policy that retail development
outside the Town Centre should be accessible by footpaths, cycle ways and public transport.

Policy EC 6 — Education and childcare provision - AMENDED

This policy supports development proposals for new or extensions to education and childcare
facilities. To reduce car journeys and parking issues it is proposed to add to this policy that such
developments should be accessible by appropriate public transport.

Policy EC 7 — Further and adult education and training — AMENDED

This policy supports the development of further and adult education facilities and requires them
to be accessible by footpath and cycle ways. To reduce car journeys and parking issues it is
proposed to add that new facilities should be accessible by public transport.

TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Policy Tl 1 — New development and connectivity - AMENDED

This policy requires residential developments of ten or more units to provide connectivity to
existing public networks. It is proposed to extend the policy to commercial development.




Policy TI2 — Telecommunication - AMENDED

This policy supports new and enhanced telecommunications development subject to certain
factors. It is proposed is to add that there is a preference for underground cabling, which is less
obtrusive and does not require poles, rather than overhead cabling.

Policy TI3 — High speed broadband — DELETE
This policy requires all new development to include high speed broadband. It is proposed that
this is deleted because Alcester now has superfast broadband.

COMMUNITY, LEISURE AND WELL-BEING

Policy CLW 1 — Community and leisure facilities development - AMENDED

This policy supports development proposals which improve existing community or leisure
facilities. A list of the existing facilities in the neighbourhood area has been added for clarification.
It includes sporting facilities, play areas, and community buildings.

Policy CLW2 - Enhancing access to and utilisation of open green spaces — AMENDED
It is proposed to add that access consideration should be given to cyclists — currently it only
mentions wheelchair user and pedestrians.

Since the existing plan was made access to Oversley Wood has been limited by the Forestry
Commission, so it is added as a space that access to would be supported.

Policy CLW 3 - Health provision - AMENDED

This policy supports any development that creates or enhances facilities for mental or physical
health provision. It is proposed to add that any such development must be in an accessible
location.

Policy CLW 4 — Allotments and growing spaces — AMENDED

Part of this policy states that any development that would result in the loss of an existing allotment
space would not be supported. It is proposed to delete this because under Policy NE3, below,
existing allotments have been added as Local Green Spaces which will give them greater
protection. The second part of the policy supporting new allotments will be retained.

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

Policy NE 2 — Biodiversity - AMENDED

This policy supports developments that minimise impact on biodiversity and provide net gains,
but the policy does not set a minimum. It is proposed to add that development, unless exempt,
will not be supported unless it provides at least 10% net gain and above that level will be
encouraged where possible.

Policy NE 3 — Local Green Spaces — AMENDED
It is proposed that the following additional sites, which are well used by residents, are made Local
Green Spaces.

This gives them greater protection from future development:

LGS 12 Land adjoining Old Stratford Rd LGS 16 Bleachfield St allotments

South
LGS 13 Alcester Park Green Space LGS 17 School Road allotments
LGS 14 The Bowling Green LGS 18 Allimore Lane allotments

LGS 15 Bleachfield St allotments North LGS 19 Alcester Park allotments




ALCESTER NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN REVIEW - CONSULATION FORM
Please complete this to let us know what you think about the proposed policy changes.
If you agree with all the changes please tick here:

If you wish to feedback on each policy separately, please tick the appropriate Agree or Disagree

HOUSING AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Agree Disagree
HBE 1 Residential development in the Built-Up Area
Boundary
HBE 5 Specialist accommodation
HBE 6 Healthy living
HBE 7 Electric car charging points
HBE 9 Public Realm
ECONOMY
Agree Disagree
EC1 Development of the Town Centre
EC3 Supporting business Start-up
EC4 Employment land change of use
EC5 Support for commercial development
EC6 Education and childcare provision
EC7 Further and adult education & training
TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
Agree Disagree
TI1 New development and connectivity
T2 Telecommunication
T3 High speed broadband
COMMUNITY LEISURE AND WELL-BEING
Agree Disagree
CLW 1 Community and leisure facilities development
CLW 2 Enhancing access to public open green space
CLW 3 Health provision
CLW 4 Allotments and growing spaces
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Agree Disagree
NE 2 Biodiversity
NE 3 Local Green Spaces

Please explain here why you disagree with any proposed changes. Please continue on another sheet if
necessary.

Please return this form to Alcester Town Council, Globe House, Priory Road, Alcester, B49 5DZ
by 30 January 2026 or email: administration@alcester-tc.gov.uk




ALCESTER FOOD FESTIVAL GRANT SCHEME SUPPORTS LOCAL GOOD CAUSES

The Alcester Food Festival has once
again given back to the community that
makes it so special, with a series of
grants awarded to local charities and
community groups through its annual
grant scheme. This year’s recipients
. include Alcester Youth Choir, Alcester
s\ Youth Project, Arden Food Bank,
Alcester in Bloom, Jubilee Court
Resident's Association, The Crafty Lunch Club, and Young Minds Matter — all organisations that make a real
difference to the lives of local people.
The grants are funded by proceeds from the hugely popular Alcester Food Festival, which draws thousands
of visitors to the town each year to enjoy a celebration of local food, drink and community spirit.
Festival organisers said they were proud to support such a wide range of good causes. “Every penny raised
at the Food Festival goes straight back into our community,” said a spokesperson. “These groups do
amazing work, and it's wonderful to see festival funds helping them continue their efforts.”
The next Alcester Food Festival, happening on Saturday 16" May 2026, promises to be another highlight
of the town’s calendar; combining delicious food with a shared sense of pride in the community it serves.

OVERSLEY GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Do you know a wheelchair user who would love to explore Oversley Woods?

A recent post in the OGRAnet WhatsApp group brought attention to a troubling incident: a wheelchair user
became trapped inside the western gate of the woods. Since the closure of the car park, both entrances
have been secured with metal gates that unfortunately restrict wheelchair access. The individual had
entered via Exhall, where access remains possible, but was unable to exit through the western gate.
Thankfully, a member of the group knew the padlock code and was able to arrange a quick, safe release.
The incident, however, has highlighted a broader issue - how to ensure inclusive access to one of our most
beautiful natural spaces. Forestry England has responded by confirming that while both gates are
padlocked, they are willing to share the code for the western gate with registered disabled visitors. If you or
someone you know qualifies and would like to obtain the code, please contact Richard Boles at Forestry
England on 07801 910983.

While the spotlight of the upcoming BBC series The Hairdresser Mysteries has largely been on Alcester
High Street, Oversley Green has quietly played a grislier role behind the scenes with two local houses being
transformed into crime scenes for the show.

We eagerly await the premiere of the first series in the new year—keep an eye out for familiar sights!
Richard Slatter. Chair, Oversley Green Residents Association

ALCESTER WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE

Alcester WI are a group of women from a variety of backgrounds who meet together on a regular basis to hear an
interesting mix of speakers, partake in activities and enjoy each other’s company.

In September, we had a wonderful visit to Hellens Manor
near Ledbury — an historic building and interesting gardens
where we enjoyed an informative tour and afternoon tea.
In October, we had one of our regular coffee morning
outings to Hillers. Also in October, a few of us went to the
Warwickshire Federation AGM at Stoneleigh. We listened
to some really inspirational speakers, including television
presenter Sameena Ali-Khan and Denise Nurse, a lawyer
and more widely known for presenting ‘Escape to the Country’. Highlights of the day for us
were being presented with our 100-year certificate, being awarded the Lane Cup for being
the best table centrepiece made from re-cycled materials, and highly commended for the 2025 Chair’s Challenge.

If you would like to join us, we meet usually on 2" Thursday of the month at the Greig Hall at 7.30pm. Guests are
always very welcome at our meetings. Our calendar for the start of 2026 includes:

e January 8" - speaker Jo Haven on ‘The Secret Life of Trees’

e February 12 - Sian Love — printer and artist

e March 12" - speaker on mudlarking on the Thames

For further information contact our secretary Jackie Walsh — 07775975316 jaewal@hotmail.co.uk
Jenny Cox (joint President Alcester Women'’s Institute)




lcester Singers

The choir's new season began with the first rehearsal on 4" September 2025. We are
delighted to have welcomed new members who from the outset have contributed to the

to the choir's vitality.

The choir is reaching the closing stages of its preparations for the Christmas concert on
Saturday 13" December. Our Musical Director Victor Wong has chosen a creative
selection of music for the concert including the classical choral pieces Fantasia on
Christmas Carols by Vaughan Williams and the first movement of a Magnificat by the
American composer Taylor Scott Davis. These pieces are complemented by both

traditional and new Christmas songs and carols to complete the concert programme.

The baritone soloist Paul Mocroft will once again sing with the choir, and the audience will

be invited to join in with singing well known and loved Christmas Carols.

Alcester Singers are pleased once again to launch the local festive period and look forward

to welcoming you to our concert:

Alcester Singers Christmas Concert. Saturday 13" December at 4pm.
St Nicholas Church, Alcester. Tickets £10. Under 14s free.
Festive Refreshments during the interval.

Tickets from Humphries Shoe Shop Alcester; from choir members; or on the door.

ww.alcestersingers. co.uk|

Alcester
& Bidford

Both Alcester and Bidford Charity Breakfasts were well supported by our
local communities, and thanks to our hardworking friends, volunteers and
our generous suppllers we were able to serve 198 full English Breakfasts
in Bidford and 254 in Alcester, giving us
funds available to donate to our local
charities and organisations. A list of the
donees will be published and we are
delighted to provide support to so many
worthy causes.

We had fun times with the annual skittles
challenge from Redditch Kingfisher
Rotary, when we swept the board to win
both the challenge cup and the Kkiller
round. It was a lovely sociable evening
and our thanks to John Scott for
organising.

Look out for us on St. Nicholas Night, 6 December, with Santa’s Grotto in
the Town Hall; and after Christmas we’ll be hosting our Youth Debates
competition in conjunction with Stratford Rotary, with schools from both
towns competing in both junior and senior categories. The winner of each
will go forward to the District competition.

; £ ‘ | Coming up on 7 February at the Town Hall will be an up-market jumble
sale in aid of Arden Foodbank our President Vaughan’s chosen charity this year, so put the date in your
diary and come along to grab a bargain.

Any information about our forthcoming events and how you can join in can be found on our website
www.alcesterbidfordrotary.co.uk, or email us at alcesterbidfordrotary@gmail.com, including for any
requests for funding. Kay Blake, Secretary

Rotary




Rotary

Great Britain & Ireland

MAKING AN IMPACT FOR WORLD POLIO DAY!

Rotary GB&l Support Centre staff, local Club Members, the
Mayor of Alcester and family members, all met up at
Alcester Community Orchard on 24th October to celebrate
World Polio Day. As well as raising awareness of Rotary’s
global campaign to end polio, the event was the latest in : : R

our series of Impact Days, developing inclusive volunteering activities to support local community projects.
During the course of a glorious autumnal morning, more than 3,500 crocus corms were planted near the
main path and around the trees in the Alcester Community Orchard.

The outdoor exercise gave everyone a healthy appetite for cakes
and hot drinks back at Rotary’s Support Centre afterwards!
A plinth will shortly be installed at the spot to tell residents about
Rotary’s work and explain the symbolism of the purple flower, which
represents the purple mark added to a child’s finger to show they
have been vaccinated against polio. The Mayor, Councillor David
Henderson, also invited everyone to meet up again at the orchard
next Spring, to enjoy the future show of beautiful purple blooms.
Amanda Watkin, Rotary GB&l Chief Executive, said: “We’re

~ S delighted that Rotary members, staff and guests have all come
together to vqunteer today, and had a lot of fun too! It's been a great opportunity to partner with Alcester
Town Council to support this lovely community space, which benefits so many local people, as well as to
promote Rotary’s global campaigning work to end polio.

WILL YOU BE ALONE THIS
CHRISTMAS DAY?

NEW TO THE AREA AND WANT TO MEET
NEW FRIENDS?
IF SO, JOIN US FOR'THE e

ALCESTER €OMMUNITY: pTRD:
CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER ATURDAY

ERIC PAYNE COMMUNI'[Y CENTRE ¢ D26
OFF ST. FAITHS ROAD:
ALCESTER
B49 6AG

THURSDAY 25TH DECEMBER 2025

CALL US OR EMAIL FOR YOUR INVITATION
07414 g5 aLCOM
1644 ALCESTERCHRISTMASDINNER@GM

;t ; o CNapie O
i 'WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! . S

Can you spare an hour or two on Chrigtmas Day, % Prizes fo
or afew hours pnor to the big day?

cal o 4 ;“Q’. ' email

’
07414 & 4 ‘alcesrerchrisrmasdxrmer@gmaii.com
851644 a )
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WINTER PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS - BOOK EARLY!

EROZENIJR

NEW YEAR'S E
Celebrate 'til late with
Soul Department and DJ Da

JOIN MKMA KARATE — ALCESTER!
Confidenca » Discipiine » Respecd » Filness

Lisadhinng Foot & fium, confidence-bullding activity for yemrssif or your child?
At MNMA Marats, we offier professional martisl arts training for all ages and ahilities — from Litthe
Warrars to advanced studests,

FIRST SESSION FREE — come and try us!

Build cosfidenta & resifiance
5 Boos! filmass, foces & cooedingfion
2 Leam real-world il-defance
Friandly, sepportive, lamily-rus club
[ Fuolly quaifid biack-bell instrecions
Dedficaled b sfmpowering wormen hrough sel-dafence Iraising

Venues & Training Times

THE ERIC PAYNE COMMUNITY CENTRE, ALCESTER (SATURDAYS)
Litte 'Warriors (3-7 yrs): S:00sm - S:50am

General Class Al Abililies (7-97 yrsl: 10:00am - 11-00am

Auvancesd Clags: 11004 - 12-006m

ALCESTER LEISURE CENTRE (THURSDAYS)
Al At (7 yrs+]: E:00pm - 7:00zm
Comtact

Master Barah Martin

SENCD
Assictant Chief Instrector
Phose: 07734 810941

Esall sarah-martinbirky. com

Start your martisl arts journey today — your first class ks FREE!
Traim hard. Stay humble. Be Inspired.
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Cash raffle
on the night




ALCESTER COURT LEET NEWS

Alcester Court Leet would like to introduce the officers of the court for 2025-
2026, following the elections in October. The new High Bailiff, Sharon
Constable, will be guiding us through the next year, taking over from Tracy
Parkes.

We are looking forward to another fantastic year of organising events for the
town and raising money for worthy causes in the Alcester area. We will also
be performing Assizes, to ensure that the food, drink and goods for sale within
the Manor of Alcester are of a suitable quality and fit for human consumption.
Our calendar of events started with a celebration of loved ones who have
passed — a lively ‘Day of the Dead’ party, on November 1%,

Sunday 11" of January: we p@

will be parading along the High Street to the church of St
Nicholas, for the High Bailiff's church service.

Saturday 17" of January: Wassail! - a magical night with
a torchlit procession to bless the apples in the community
orchard. There will be Morris dancing, crown making, free
hot dogs for the children, an apple-based game and a
spectacular musket demonstration.

Tuesday 17" of February: have some ‘flippin’ good fun |
at our Shrove Tuesday pancake race. It's great to watch
or take part - there are categories for all ages and abilities.

We will also be supporting many other events throughout the year, including St. Nicholas Night
(06/12/2025) where you can play our ‘Human Fruit Machine’ and the Toy Service (07/12/2025) at the
Baptist Church.

Stay up to date on our Facebook page, or go to our website for more information:
www.alcestercourtleet.co.uk

Wassaill!

Join Alcester Court Leet for a magical evening,
with a torchlit procession and a blessing of the
apple trees in the community orchard.

The White Hart Morris men will provide music and dance, and the
Sealed Knot re-enactment group will demonstrate their muskets in a
spectacular display. There will also be a number of activities, includ-
ing:

o Make a natural crown (with a prize for the best one)

¢ Free hot dogs for children

o Hot dogs, burgers, cider & hot drinks available (cash bar)

o Hook-an-Apple game

Satnrdayl7dn]anuary,2026 there is no charge to take part.

Activities will take place in the Eric Payne centre from 2pm, with the procession
leaving at 4:30pm. Please dress warmly, wear shoes suitable for wet grass and bring

EARLES

. = Proudly sponsored by
atorch. Plus - bring a saucepan & wooden spoon, to make some noise! FarletEatate Agent and

Chartered Surveyors




TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS

Full Council and Committee meetings are held in person at Globe House. Planning Committee meetings are
sometimes held online via Zoom or by email.

Agendas are published on town noticeboards and online at www.alcester-tc.gov.uk three days before each
meeting.

Members of the public are welcome to attend Council meetings and are given time at the start of the meetings
to speak. Minutes from meetings can be found on the Town Council website.

Social media is another source of information regarding council matters- we are on Facebook
www.facebook.com/alcester.towncouncil Twitter: www.twitter.com/AlcesterTown and Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/alcestertowncouncil/

Town Councillors’ Contact Details

Alcester East Ward Alcester West Ward
Mark Cargill David Henderson (Mayor)

01789 765271
dhenderson.atc@gmail.com

07988 485050
mecargqill.atc@gmail.com

Ruth Ashfield
07894 321084
rashfield.atc@gmail.com

Mike Bowe
07775 500993
mbowe.atc@gmail.com

Gill Forman (Deputy Mayor)
01789 763828
gforman.atc@gmail.com

Kathryn Carqill
07745 608567
kcarqill.atc@gmail.com

Dougie Gordon
07802 302727
dgordon1.atc@gmail.com

Clive Neal-Sturgess
- 01789 764416
csturgess.atc@gmail.com

Keith Greenaway
01789 766818
keithgreenaway.atc1@gmail.com

Wendy Mills
07842 596542

wmills.atc@gmail.com

Colleen Chester
07581 029506
cchester.atc@gmail.com

Alison Leask
aleask.atc@gmail.com

Ray Howells
07468 594650

rayhowells.atc@gmail.com

Vicki Holyland
vholyland.atc@gmail.com

Jo Andrews
07968 724112
jandrews.atc@gmail.com

Sharon Bardha
Sbardha.atc@gmail.com

Delivered by (@Jlook local)
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on behalf of Alcester Town Council




